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POLITICAL TRAIN'HG: ARMED DEFFNGE OF SOCIALIE™ 


Moscow KOMMUNIGT VOORUZHENNYKF SIL in Russian No 1, Jan 60 signed to prese 
18 Dec 79 pp 21-32 


‘article by Col K. Vorob'yev, doctor of philosophical sciences, professor: 
"Realization of the Lenin Ideas on the Armed Defense of Sociaiise” | passages 
enclosed in elantiines printed in boldface) 


[Text] This article is recommended for use in groupe for 
Marxiet~Leninist officer training in studying the subject, 
"V. I. Lenin and the CPSU on the role and hietoric predes- 
tination of the Soviet Armed Forces.” 


This history of a clase society knows sany armies which were created by var: - 
ous exploiter classes and states for the protection of their privileges. 
These armies differed from one another, and at times extremely substantially 
in structure and organization, manning principles, and armament. But over 
the centuries their social role remained unchanged--they served the egoistic 
intereste of the ruling classes and vere a weapon for the oppression of mar 
Contemporary imperialist armies are also one of the weapons with 

which tne monopolistic bourgeoisie are retairing their supremacy 
and implementing @ reactionary, antipopular foreign policy. 


The army of the new, socialist type performe a quelitetively different role. 
The Armed Forces of the Soviet state were the first euch army in history. 
Their historic predestination was substantiated by V. I. Lenin and the Con- 
@unist Party. Created in the course of « socialist revolutior, the Soviet 
Armed Porces are loyally serving the ifeals of October, the iniereste of the 


working people, and are accomplishing their great patriotic and internation) 
wission with honor. 


1. The Main Weapon in Defense of the Socialist Patherland 
The founders of sciestific communien, —. Marx and F. Engels, provided the 
theoretical substantiation for the necessity for the armed defense of « state 


which has been created by the victorious proletariat against 411 encrosc’.- 
mente. They taught that the proletariat need their own military orga i sation 
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to accomplish @ victorious revolution, strengthen their dictatorship, and 
build a socialist society. In the accomplishment of these tasks, the working 
clase cannot rely on the old army which served the exploiter classes for 
centuries, being the bulwark of private property. The proletariat must smash 
it, Juet as the entire bourgeois state machinery, and create their own 

armed forces. 


The ideas of K. Marx and F. Engele concerning the military organization of 
the victorious proletariat were developed by V. I. Lenin under new historical 
conditions into an harmonious teaching on the armed defense of the socialist 
fatherland and he substantiated the significance, place, and role of the arny 
in the system of thie defense. “It is namely because we are supporters of 
the fatherland's defense,” ¥. I. Lenin pointed out, “that we say to ourselves: 
a firm and strong army is needed for defense...” ("Polnoye sobdraniye 
sochinenty” [Complete Works), Vol 36, p 342). V. I. Lenin saw the historic 
predestination of the army in the period of transition from capitalien to 
soctalian in ite accomplishment of two funct!one--domestic and foreign. The 
firet function te the army's suppression of open armed actions by remnants 
of the exploiter classes and their resistance to popular authority. The 
second ie the defense of the country from external attack. 


The domestic function of a socialist army, which arises after the victory of 
the proletarian revolution, is caused by the resistance of the exploiter 
classes. Having lost political supremacy in the course of the revolution, 
they do not leave the historical arena and do not accept the ioss of their 
supremecy. ”“...The /rule/,” stressed V. I. Lenin, “ie that with any profound 
revolution there is the /long, stubborn, and desperate/ resistance of t>e 
exploiters who have maintained big, actual advantages over the exploited for 
& qumber of years. The exploiters...sever submit to the decision of the 
majority of exploited without having tested their advantage in « last des- 
cs ry Aw in & qumber of battles” ("“Polnoye sobraniye sochinenty,” 

» p 263). 


Thie Lenin thesis is confirmed not only by the experience of the Great Octo- 
ber and the Civil War in Ruesia, but aleo by contemporary revolutionary prec- 
tice of peoples. As soon ae the working gasses rise up in & revolutionary- 
liberation struggle in one country or another and achieve victory, internal 
counterrerolution, using all forces and means and supported by the assistance 
of world im, *rialien, organizes military opposition to restore ite supremacy. 
Counterrevoluti.o's frantic opposition to progressive regimes is typical of 


popular revolutions in Angola, Ethiopia, Afghanistan, Nicaragua, and other 
countries. 


Supported by international imperialien, internal counterrevolutionary forces 
create armed formations and come out ageinet the new authority in an organized 
manner. Under these conditions, “silitary resistance cannot be emashed in 
any other ganner than by ailitary means...” (V. I. Lenin, “Polnoye sobraniye 
sochineniy,” Vol 36, p 177). Experience shows that only with the use of 
armed forces can revolutionary achievements be defended ageinst attacks by 











imperialist interventionists, the onsiaughts by the enemies of social pro- 
arese be suppressed, and the development of he country along the socialist 
path be ensured. 


In ite clase content the domestic function accomplished by a socialist arny 
at the initial stage of the building of socialiem differs qualitatively from 
the domestic function of an exploiter state's army. Contemporary imperialist 
armies are used by the ruling classes and the governments which serve then 
to supprese the liberation movemente of the working masses and for reaction- 
ary purposes, that is, they step forth as an antipopular force. The arny of 
victorious workere and peasants defends their interests and, being a weapon 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, furtherssocial progress with all its 
activity. "...The historic meaning of the Red Army's existence,” it said 
in the resolution of the @th RKP(b) [Russian Communist Party (of Bolsheviks) ) 
Congress on the military question, “is that it is a weapon for the socialist 
self-defense of the proletariat and the village poor and their defender 
against the dangers of Kulak-bourgeois Bonapartism supported by foreign in- 
perialien” ("KPSS v rezolyuteiyakh { resheniyakh s' yerdov, konferentsiy { 
plenumov TsK" [The CPSU in Resolutions and Decisions of Congresses, Conferen- 
* and Central Committee Plenums), Sth Edition, Politizdat, Vol 2, 1970, 


The army's domestic function in the period of transition to socialism is an 
objective phenomenon. At the same time, it is temporary. Its domestic func- 
tion disappears with the building of socialism since all remnants of the ex- 
ploiter classes against which the army's activity was directed are e¢liminat- 
e4. From the viewpoint of domestic conditions, a socialist society no longer 
needs an arry. The further existence of armed forces is caused exclusively 
by external reasons--the presence of imperialism and the preservation of its 
aggressive essence. Under conditions of victorious s»cialism, the foreign 
function--the defense of the socialist state against «xternal attack--remains 
the army's only function. 


The accompiishment of the foreign function by our army was the main one ir 
ite historic predestination from ite very birth. In working out the theory 
of a socialist army and accomplishing the practical creation of the Soviet 
Armed Porces, VY. I. Lenin and our party foresaw that the victory of the revo- 
lution in one country will cause “not only friction, tut also the direct 
striving of the bourgeoisie of other countries to smash the victorious pro- 
letariat of the socialist state” (V. I. Lenin, “Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy.” 
Vol 30, p 133). History has confirmed this prevision. With the victory of 
the Great October Socialist Revolution international imperialism organized 
the military intervention against Soviet Russia and its troops intruded with- 
in the limite of our country. It befell the lot of the Soviet Armed Forces 
which had just been created to perform the role of main veapon in the de- 
fense of the young socialist fatherland. This role, as V. I. Lenin pointed 
out at that time, consisted of "guarding the achievements of the revolution, 
our popular authority, the Councils of Soldiers, Workers, and Peasants | +; .- 
ties, and the entire nev, truly democratic system against all enemies of *h- 
people.... These enemies are the capitalists of the entire world who are: 
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organizing a campaign against the Muesian revolution which is ‘ty deli- 
verance to all vorkers” ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy,” Vol 35, p 216). 


The Soviet Army proved equal to ite great historic mission. Led by the 
Communist Party headed by VY. I. Lenin and displaying mass heroiem and self- 
lesenesse in armed struggle with oumerous enemies, it defended the achieve- 
ments of October and our people's right to build socialian. 


Our victory over fascism in the Great Patriotic War had worldwide historic 
significance. The historic purpose of the Soviet Armed Forces which was sub- 
stantiated by V. I. Lenin and proclaimed in documents of the Communist Party 
was disclosed with special force in this war. The war demonstrated the ad- 
vantages of the socialist system for the national economy and the Soviet so- 
cial and state system as vell as the exclusive significance of the Communist 
Party's leading activity in organizing the country's military defense for 
our victory. The world saw once again that an army of the socialist type is 
mighty because of its inseparable tie with the people and the ‘ust goals of 
the war which it wages in the defense of socialism. Such an army is invin- 
cible. 


Unfortunately, the ruling circles of several imperialist powers are forget- 
ting the lessons of history. The peace-loving policy of the USSR and the 
other socialist countries is constantly encountering the resistance of in- 
perialiem's most reactionary forces. The imperialists oppose international 
detente, continue the arms race, and swell the military budgets. It is wide- 
ly known that the military expenditures of the United States are increasing 
from year to year. According to estinates by the progressive American econo- 
mist V. Perlo [as transliterated), the actual annual grovth in the Pentagon's 
orders for armaments is 10-15 percent, which exceeds considerably the gener- 
al rates for the country's economic development. In the 1980 fiscal year, 

UJ. S. militery expenditures will comprise more than 140 billion dollars. In 
addition, appropriations fo- so-called “international affairs” which are noi 
included in the “national defense” budget will comprise 8.2 billion dollars. 


American imperialiom is demonstrating ite military presence in many regions 
of the world and, primarily, close to the borders of the Soviet Union. Thus, 
more than 140 U. S. military bases where more than 45,000 American service- 
men are located are disposed in Japan. In the FRG, American ground forces 
are being increased to approximately 200,909 personnel and are being armed 
with an additional 5,900 tanks. The total strength of the U. S. Armed Forces 
overseas contingent exceeds 460,000 people. The formation of the 110-thousant 
man “rapid deployment force” is being completed. It is called upon to become 
@ tool for blackmail and to frighten sovereign countries and peoples. 


Today's Chinese leadership is gravitating toward the aggressive policy of 
American imperialism and the reactionary circles of other Western countries. 
Despite the interests of their own people, they are feverishly accomplishing 
the militerization of the country and conducting a great-power, hegemonistic 
policy which is hostile to the cause of peace and socialisn. 

















Under the international conditions which developed the CPSU and the Soviet 
state were forced to implement defensive measures which are necessary to 
protect the country from possible aggression. "The defense of the socialist 
fatherland,"it says in Article 31 of the Soviet constitution, "pertains to 
the most important furctione of the state and is a matter for the entire 


people. 


"The Armed Forces of the USSR were created and the universal military obli- 
gation was established to defend the socialist achievements, the peaceful la- 
bor of the Soviet people, and the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
the estate. 


"It ie the duty of “he Soviet Armed Forces to the people to defend the socia- 
iet fatherland reliably and to be in constant combat readiness which guaran- 
tees the immediate rebuffing of any aggressor.” It is namely this which com- 
prises the foreign function of the Soviet Armed Forces and their historic 
purpose under contemporary conditions. 


The Soviet people are spending exactly as much as necessary to strengthen 
the country's defensive capability and increase the combat might of the Armed 
Forces for the reliable security of the Soviet Union, for the defense of 
socialiem's achievements jointly with the fraternal armies, and so that the 
temptation does not arise among potential aggressors to attempt to resolve 
the historical quarrel between two opposite social systems in their favor by 
force. Therefore, stresses Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, maintaining the combat 
capability of the Soviet Armed Forces at « high level in the future, too, is 


our party's duty to the people (see “Leninskin kursom" [By the Lenin Course), 
Vol 6, p 169). 


The effectiveness of the army's activity, Just as of any other social orga- 
niem, depends on its internal condition and the level of development of its 
structural elements. Combat might steps forth as the main characteristic of 
the army as an armed force. It is the basic quality of the military organi- 
zation and the main indicator of its ability to accomplish its function in 
the defense of the country. Two principal components comprire the basis of 
an army's combat might: combat equipment amd veapons and the personnel who 
master thie equipment. The quality, level, and direction of further develop- 
ment of these components determine the character of our army today, its conm- 
bat capability, and combat readiness. 


Nov, thanks to the fatherly concern of the Communist Party and the selfler. 
efforts of the people, the Soviet Armed Forces are equipped with the most 
modern weapons with which the aggressors cannot fail to reckon. Thes ~eap- 
ons sre in the hands of men who are politically conscious, devoted to the 
motherland, well trained professionally, and ready to accomphieh their mili- 
tary duty to the end. The universally recognized strength of our army is in 
the lofty moral-combat qualities of the Soviet soldiers and officers. 


The political and professional preparedness of the Soviet Armed Force for 
accomplishing the role of main weapon for the defense of our people's 





peaceful labor is embodied .n their high level of combat readiness. in creat- 
ing our army and working out the problems in defending the socialist father- 
land, V. I. Lenin taught that we must be always on our guard and increase in 
every possible way the re-diness of the Armed Forces to repel possible aggres- 
sion. The Party is implenenting these behests of the great leader in a sacred 
manner, It ie maintaining the combat readiness of the troops and naval forces 
at the highest level. 


2. Bulwark of Universal Peace 


In creating the Soviet Armed Forces, V. I. Lenin and the Communist Party saw 
their broad international significance and considered them to be the support 
of the revolutionary, national-liberation movement in the entire world. The 
leader of the vorl¢ proletariat stressed that the Soviet republic, "as a 
/detachment/ of socialism's world-wide army" ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy," 
Vol 36, p 82 organizes its armed forces ina spirit of proletarian socialist inter- 
nationalism and the solidarity of the workers of all countries. This follow 
from the social nature of the socialist army as the army of the working clam 
and the working people of victorious socialism's country. The historic role 
of worldwide significance of *he proletariat vhich created the army and which 


{t performs with the armed means inherent to i* is properly transmitted to 
the ernmy. 


The international mission of the Soviet Armed Forces vas proclaimed and 
legislatively consolidated in the decree of the Council of Peoples Commissars 
on the creation of the Workers and Peasants Red Army of 15 January 1918. 

Vv. I. Lenin personally introduced a number of corrections to the draft decree 
which defined in detail the social nature of the army of a socialist state 
and its historic purpose. The decree points out that the army of the new 
type which is being created "will serve as support for the coming socialist 
revolution in Burope” ("KPSS o Vooruzhennykh Silakh Sovetskogo Soyuza” [The 
CPSU on the Armed Forces of the Soviet Union), Moscow, Voyenizdat, 1969, 
pi9). These were prophetic words. The workers and all working people of 
the capitalist countries saw in the Red Army a reliable ally and potential 
defender of their social ideals. 


In accordance with the Lenin ideas on the historic purpose of the socialist 
army, it states in the resolution of the Sth RKP(b) Congress on the military 
question that it “will be not only a weapon for the defense of the socialist 
community against possible attacks on the part of the imperialist states 
which have been preserved, but it will permit rendering decisive support to 
the proletariat of these states in their struggle with imperialism ("KPSS v 
rezolyutsiyakh...,” Vol 2, p 69). 


The entire history of the Soviet Armed Forces confirmed the correctness of 
this prevision. Soviet people repeatedly assisted many peoples of the world 
in their just, liberation struggle. In March 1919, Soviet Russia assisted 
Soviet Hungary where the socialist revolution had triumphed then. Many Rus- 
sian prisoners of war who vere on the territory of Hungary joined the ranks 
of the Hungarian Fed Army and fought against the bourgeoisie and foreign 
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interventionists. In 1921, units of the Red Army came to the aid of the 
Mongolian Peoples Revolution in smashing the White Guardist bands and Chi- 
nese militarists who were active on the territory of Mongolia. Important 
military assistance was given to the people of China in the 1920's and 1930's 
in their struggle against the Japanese occupiers. The participati © of 
Soviet people in the Spanish republic's struggle against the fase.’ ‘neur- 
gente in 1936-1939 is widely known. 


The historic liberation mission of the Soviet Armed Forces was manifested 
most brilliantiy in the years of the Great Patriotic War. The defeat of 
fasciam left a deep trace in the life of many peoples and changed the face 
of the world. Dozens of countries were liberated from the fascist yoke and 
restored their independence. A number of countries of Europe and Asia re- 
ceived the opportunity to select the path of socialist development. The 
world socialist system came into being. International life began to develop 
in accordance with new laws. A mighty wave of socio-political changes arose 
in the entire world, and the process of decay of the colonial empires which 
was completed by the collapse of traditional colonialism was intensified. 


The Soviet Armed Forces are now accomplishing their historic predestination 
in close collaboration with the armies of the other socialist countries and 
within the framework of the Warsaw Pact's military organization which has a 
defensive character exclusively. The historic meaning of this organization's 
existence is that it serves the cause of defending world socialism--the crea 
tion of the international working class,and is a weapon of the workers of the 
socialist commonvealth's countries in the struggle for universal peace and 
for the peaceful coexistence of states with different social systems. 


The enemies of socialism always strived to present the liberation mission of 
the Soviet Armed Forces in the form of a "red danger.” They spread and are 
spreading the lie of the “aggressiveness” of the first socialist state inthe 
world. V. I. Lenin wrote of such people that they are the dirtiest and low- 
est political swindlers (see “Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy,” Vol 35, p 51). 
To accuse a country which is faced by the combined military forces of in- 
perialism of the fact that it is concerned about its security and its de- 
fense is genuine forgery and a propagandistic trick to cover the aggressive 
pleys and actions of the imperialist powers. 


The myth of the "Soviet threat” is not new. The Hitlerites used it as a cov- 
er when they prepared their attack on the USSR. Under the guise of a strug- 
gle against an imaginary threat on the part of the USSR, the militaristic 
circles of imperialism and reaction are building up the arms race and inten- 
sifying mi.itary preparations against world socialism. In such a situation, 
naturally, our party cannot remain indifferent to the actions of aggressive 
circles. It is strengthening the country's defense and improving the comba‘ 
might of the Armed Forces. “Our intentions,” said Comrade L. I. Brezhnev a 
the ceremonial session devoted to the 30th anniversary of the formation o: 
the GDR, “never included and do not include threatening any state or group 
of states whatever. Our strategic doctrine has an especially defensive di- 
rection.” 








Under contemporary conditions, one of the most important aspects of our army's 
foreign function is the defeat of imperialiaem's aggressive plans and the pre- 
vention of a new world war. It is written in Article 28 of the Soviet 
state's constitution that the "USSR is steadily conducting the Lenin policy 
of peace and steps forth for strengthening the security of peoples and broad 
international collaboration.” But the accomplishment of this task and pre- 
veution of a world war can be attained only when the forces of imperialism 
and reaction see our military might and take it into consideration and if 
they finally stop counting on military force as the main means for the 
attainment of political goals. 


The aggressive essence of imperialism has not changed even now, and the dan- 
ger of a new world war i.as not been completely eliminated from the life of 
human society. Under these conditions, as Comrade L. I. Brezhnev points out, 
“our might...‘s a formidable warning to those who covet foreign land and are 
against the interests of our country and the interests. of the entire social- 
{st commonwealth. Since there is always an abundance of adventurists, peace 
on Earth depends on the combat readiness and combat capability of our Armed 
Forces. The peace to which the Country of Soviets devotes its thoughts and 
ite concerns from the first Lenin decree" ("Leninskim kursom,” Vol 7, p 500). 


In performing the role of vhe factor which is restraining aggressors and in 
ensuring peace on Earth, the Soviet Armed Forces are thereby contributing to 
the steady development of the world revolutionary process. The advantages 
of socialism are best disclosed under conditions of peace. The economic 
might is strengthened and the political authority of our country and of all 
countries of the socialist commonwealth is increased. All new peoples are 
following the road of independent development and socialist orientation. The 
world situation is helping the young national states to accomplish socio- 
economic transformations of a progressive nature and to strengthen their po- 
political and economic independence. The policy of peaceful coexistence is 
hampering imperialism's actions in the exporting of counterrevolution and 
interference in the internal affairs of states which are following the road 
of independent development. 


Nowadays, the forces of peace and social progress are being supplemented with 
nev detachments. In the struggle for peace and security of peoples, an im- 
portant role is played by countries with a socialist orientation. The armies 
of these countries step forth as the weapon of an anti-imperialist, anti- 
feudal policy. The progressive regimes are supported by the armed forces in 
the struggle against internal reaction and imperialist aggression. 


Naturally, the Soviet Union and the other countries of the socialist common- 
wealth are always ready to assist young, developing states i- the creation 
of their armies and to transmit their wealth of experience in wlitary or- 
ganizational development and the armed defense of revolutionary achievements. 


Thus, by their activity and the very fact of their existence the Soviet Armed 
Forces serve the cause of preventing a new world war and hindering imperial- 
isu 's interference in the liberation struggle of peoples. The strengthening 
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of the USSR's friendship and collaboration with countrics having a social. 
ist orientation and of our army with the armed forces of these countries 
also contributes to the strengthening of the Soviet people's security and 
the defense of our fatherland against possible aggression. 


3. Participation in the People's Creative Labor 


The qualitative difference of a socialist army from all military organizetions 
which ever existed consists not only of the content of ite missions for the 
defense of the fatherland, but also of the role which it plays within the 
socialist society. In elaborating the theory of the socialist army and ac- 
tually creating this army, V. I. Lenin foresaw that the armed force of the 
workers and peasants will “not be separated from the people, as the force 
of the old regular army, but will be connected with them in the closest man- 
ner..." ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy,” Vol 34, p 304). In a class-antago- 
nistic society, the armed forces are organized as a weapon for the antipopu- 
lar ;ol’cy of the exploiter classes and their personnel are indoctrinated in 
a caste spirit. Only socialism and Soviet power, said V. I. Lenin, are able 
to “merge the proletariat with the army" ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy," 
Vol 37, p 501). 


The close and insepr: cle unity of the army and the people makes for that 
social role which the \rre4 Forces play in our society. From the very be- 
ginning of their existence, they have been part of the people and live one 
life with then. 


In a socialist society, when our army's domestic function has completely 
disappeared, its social role is also embodied in the men's constructive par- 
ticipation in the social, state, and economic affairs of the people. As a 
big organization of people, the army is also used by the state for the prac- 
tical accomplishment of varied missions for the economic and cultural devel- 
opment of society. 


The army's participation in the people's creative labor appears in various 
forms. One of them is assisting the workers of our fields and construction 
projects in the accomplishment of production plans. The involvement of 
Soviet Army units in the accomplishment of economic work was practiced al- 
ready in the first years of its existence. The servicemen helped to re- 
store the destroyed economy and build industrial installations. They there- 
by participated in a practical manner and directly in the building of social- 
ism. "...This unusual phenomenon,” noted V. I. Lenin, “became possible only 
in a country which is struggling for a lofty ideal. Of course, this would 
be impossible in capitalist countries” ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy," 

Vol 40, p 155). 


Today, too, people in soldiers’ shoulderboards are erecting residential 
buildings, building roads, and helping to gather the harvest. Speaking at 
the November (1979) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, Comrade L. 7. 
Brezhnev expressed profound gratitude to the men of the Armed Forces who 
helped the village in gathering the harvest last year. 
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Our army's historic Sission also determines the people's attitude toward 
militery service, The Soviet people perceive servicer in the army a6 an 
honorable obligation of each Seviet citizen, It contributes to the upbring= 
ing of the serviceman who lives one life with the working class, the kolkhor 
peasantry, aad the intelieetuale and is ready to tefend their interests and 
our motheriend against any hostile aggression selflessly. 


The indoetrinational role of the Beviet Army is receiving the high evaluation 
of our party and the people. “In indoetrinating the new generations of Soviet 
servicemen,” notes Comrade L. I, Breshnev, “it prepares people for the sother- 
land who are morally and physically tempered, brave, with firm communist con- 
vietions, and with @ lofty consciousness of their public duty. And these 
qualities are needed not only by the serviceman, but aleo by the citizen of 
our country. Those who have passed through the school of military service 
ean be relied upon both in peaceful creative labor and, if the occasion 
arises, at the hour of military teste” ("Leninskia tursom,” Vol 2, p 255). 


The lofty social qualities which « person acquires in the course of military 
service make him ideological mature, socially active, and persistent in labor 
and in battle. He then carries these qualities throughout his entire life. 
A young @an who has accomplished hie honorable obligation conscientiously and 
served hie time in the Armed Porces is a steadfast defender of the socialise: 
fatherland and an active builder of communicn. 


The Soviet Armed Forces have travelled a glorious combat path. Created by 
V. Tt. Lenin and the Communist Party, they withstood vith honor all the mili- 
tary tests which were allotted to them by history. In the difficult battles 
against the enemies, the army and navy of the Country of Soviets defended 
our motherland's independence and the right of the Soviet people to build 
socialien and communiem. All noble mankind recognizes the historic revolu- 
tionary-liberation mission of the Soviet Armed Forces. 


The honor to belong to the Armed Porces and wear the Soviet silitary unifo.r 
ie great. ach of our servicemen is proud of this honor. It obliges us to 


be politically vigilant, follow the intrigues of the enemy, and be ready to 
come forward for the defense of the beloved socialist motherland with weapons 
in hand. 


Recommendations for the Seminar Lesson 


The subject for the seminar lesson: “Embodiment of Lenin's Ideas in the 
Organizational Development and Strengthening of the Soviet Armed Porces and 
in Organizing the Defense of Socialiem's Historic Achievements.” The goa! 
of the lesson is to deepen the seminar participants’ knowledge of the theory 
for the organizational development of 4 socialist army which was elaborato“ 
by ¥. I. Lenin and our party and of ite contemporary problems and to ase.’ 
the students in mastering the regular lavs for development of the Soviet 
Armed Forces and ways to increase their combat readiness. 
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It ie proposed that the following questions be discussed at the seminar) 

i, Leninist principles for the organisational development of the army of « 
socialist state, 2. Main directions in the activity of the CP8U for the 
further strengthening of the Soviet Armed Forces under contemporary condi- 
tions, 3. V. I. Lenina and the CPBU on the combat readiness of the Armed 
Forces. The taske of military personnel in ensuring the canetant combat 
readiness of the Armed Forces. 


Tt ie recommended that the paper, “The growth in the leading role of the 
CPSU in military organisational development at the contemporary stage” be 
heard in the course of the seminar for a deeper and more comprehensive dic- 
Closure of the subject. The paper should examine the objective factors on 
the international eituation and the necesvity to strengthen the country's 
defense which ensues therefrom, and it should show the multifaceted nature 
of the Soviet military organizational development process. Proceeding from 
this, there should be substantiation of the grovth in the Party's role in 
the leadership of Soviet society and ite armed defense and in mobilizing the 
people's efforts for maintenance of the high defensive capability of the 
Soviet state which corresponds to the requirements of the present situation 
in the vorid. 


In a brief introductory statement, the leader of the lesson stresses the spe- 
cial importance of the seminar's subject and direct the students toward the 
profound mastery of the Lenin theory of Soviet military organizational de- 
velopment and the comprehensive disclosure of the way it is realized by the 
Will of the CPSU and our people. 





In discussing the /first question/, it is important for the students to under- 
stand the essence of the Lenin principles for the organizational development 
of a socialist army. In elaborating the theoretical questions in the organi- 
zational development of the Soviet Armed Forces and in actually creating 
them, V. I. Lenin and the Communist Party proceeded from the fact that the 
military sphere is inseparable from public life as a whole and comprises an 
integral part of it. Successes in military organizational development are 
directly linked with successes in the development of Soviet society and are 
based on them (see V. I. Lenin, “Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy,” Vol 40, 

pp 76-77). ‘The principles for the organizational development of a socialist 
army are an aspect of the principles of state construction under socialism 

in the military sphere. What the state is-<s0 is the army, which is called 
upon to defend the interests of the working people and their socialist 
achievements, in its nature. 


We find in the works of V. I. Lenin the theoretical solution of 411 the main 
problems in the creation and development of a socialist army. He vorked out 
and formulated the principles for ite organizational development. The basic 
ones are: the class principal for the army's organizational development, 

the Communist Party's leading role in military organizational development, 
the principle of proletarian and socialist internationalism, the principle 
of the unity of the army and the people, unity of command as the most expedi- 
ent principle for control of a military organization, the necessity for firm 
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conscious military discipline, and the principle of the Armed Forces’ con- 
stant combat readiness to repel aggression. 


ERven a simple enumeration of the Lenin principles for the organisational de- 
velopment of socialist army showrclearly their depentence on the sociai ant 
state system of socialiem and they follow directly from the essence of soc ial- 
lem and reflect ite nature. On the strength of this, the indicated princi- 
pies bear 4 clase nature, Guided by them, the CPSU created and is improving 
our army a6 the reliable weapon for the defense of the socialist fatherland. 


The principles for the organisational development of the Soviet Armed Forces 
4id not remain unchanged in their content in the course of the development 
of our society and the army iteelf. Their action was enriched and filled 
with new content, reflecting all the stages in the progressive movement of 
the socialist social and state system. On the seminar, it is expedient to 
examine the development of the principles for the organizational development 
of the Soviet Armed Forces and their realization under the specific histori- 
cal conditions of the period of our society's transition to socialienm as 
well as at the stage of developed socialisn. 


Of extreme importance and necessity is the students’ profound understanding 
of the clase essence of the army which was created by V. I. Lenin and our 
party to defend the cause of the working class--the building of socialisn 
and communiem. It is necessary to trace those changes in the nature of the 
Soviet Army and in the class principle of its organizational development 
which occurred right after the changes in the economic base, socio-class 
structure, and political organization of Soviet society in the course of its 
historic development. The army also became 4 peoples army with development 
of the state of the dictatorship of the proletariat into a state of the 
people. At the same time, even now the Soviet Armed Forces remain « class 
military organization in their nature. This is expressed in the party 
leadership of the Armed Forces and the indoctrination of their personnel in 
& spirit of Marxism-Leniniem--the ideology of the working class--and in the 
fact that our army, stepping forth as the bulwark of universal peace, there- 
by furthers the development of the vorld revolutionary process. 


The Soviet Army is being organized as an army for the friendship of peoples 
and is being brought up on the ideas of peace, the ideas of socialist inter- 
nationaliem. It is namely in thie, said Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, that it dif- 
fers from bourgeois armies. The Soviet people love their army and are proud 
of it for this (see "Materialy XXV s"yerda KPSS” [Materials of the 25th CPSU 
Congress), p 76). The principle of internationalism in the organizational 
development of the Armed Forces is a reflection of the Lenin ideas on the 
equality of rights of all nations and nationalities under socialism and on 
the necessity for their close military and economic alliance in the face of 
world imperialien (see V. I. Lenin, “Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy,” Vol 40, 
p “6). This principle is now expressed in an international plane in the 
combat collaboration of the socialist countries’ armies and in the develop- 
ment of the defensive Warsaw Pact Organization. 
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The testeof time passed and the most important organizational principle of 
Goviet military organizational development--unity of command--demonstrated 
ite vital etrength. On the seminar, it is desirable to disclose the change 
in ite content in the course of the Armed Forces’ development (complete and 
partial unity of command), the soclo-class differences between unity of com- 
mand in « socialist and bourgeois armies, and the dialectical unity of unity 
of command and collectiveness in the Soviet Armed Forces under contemporary 
conditions. 


The Lenin principles of military organisational development form the basie of 
the Party's military policy and ite practical activity in the direction of 
the Armed Forces. 


In moving on to the discussion of the /second question/, the leader of the 
seminar stresses that the activity of the CPSU in the further strengthening 
of the Armed Forces under contemporary conditions is an extremely broad and 
multifaceted process. It encompasses 411 aspects of the life and function- 
ing of the Armed Forces and the training and indoctrination of the personnel. 
The basic main directions along which the Party's leadership of the Armed For- 
ces is accomplished are distinguished among the large range of probleme. Their 
consideration at the seminar wil! help to understand the specific content of the 
CPSU activity in military organizational development at the contemporary stage. 


These directions are the following. First, the elaboration of a scientifial- 
ly substantiated military policy and determination of the overall prospects 
in the army's organizational development. The party's military-political 
purposes are set forth in ite program and decisions of congresses and Central 
Committee plenums and become the party's normative requirements for military 
personnel. On the basis of specific provisions of CPSU military policy, the 
state organs of authority adopt the appropriate laws and decrees which are 
mandatory for accomplishment by all elements of military leadership. 


Second, the direction of the material and technical equipping of the Armed 
Forces. Here, the Party relies on the provisions of the Marxism-Leninisns 
classics concerning the determining role of the in the development 
of the army (see, for example, K. Marx and F. Engels, »" Vol 20, p 175; 
Vv. I. Lenin, "Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy,” Vol 9, p 156; Vol 34, p 194; 

Vol 35, p 408). 





Third, the organization of the training of highly-qualified military person- 
nel who are devoted to the people and capable of training and indoctrinating 
the personnel and maintaining the constant combat readiness of the troops 
and naval forces. In creating our army, VY. I. Lenin stressed that the deci- 
sive role in its organizational development and training belongs to the Red 
officers (see “Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy,” Vol 37, pp 88, 200, 382). Guida- 
ed by the leader's behests, from the very beginning of the Soviet Armed For- 
ces' existence the CPSU applied tremendous efforts to give them the necessary 
number of well-trained officer personnel. Wow, more than 90 percent of the 
Soviet officers are communists and Komsomols, while more than hal 

have a higher military and special-military education. 
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Fourth, the development of military sclence and the elaboration of ite pro- 
visions on the basis of 4 theoretical foundation--Maraist-Leninist teaching 
on war and the army and Lenin's teaching on the defense of the socialist 
fatherland, The foundations of Soviet military science were laid by V. [. 
Lenin. Based on the propositions of K. Marx and F. Engels, he substantiated 
the military program for the proletarian revolution and dleclosed the esseiwe 
and socio-political nature of contemporary ware, the interrelation between 
war and politics and war and economics, and the role of the popular masses in 
war. These Lenin propositions are receiving comprehensive development in the 
decisions of the CPSU and the works of Comrade L. I. Breshnev and other 
party leaders. 


Soviet military science has now been confirmed as « system of knowledge con- 
cerning the preparation of the Armed Forces and the country for war with the 
goal of defending socialiem's achievements and concerning the nature and lave 
of war and the methods for ite conduct. The basic subject of study by mili- 
tary science is armed conflict. The CPSU constantly orients military per- 
sonnel and Soviet military scientists on the further profound knowledge of 
the nature of a possible war if the aggressors unleash it and the principles 
for the use of varied combat equipment and weapons as well as the employment 
of various combat arms in it. And conclusions concerning the basic pathe for 
the development of the Armed Forces, the improvement of their organizational 
structure, and methods for the training and indoctrination of the personnel 
follow from this. 


Fifth, the Party's ideological-indoctrinational work among the Armed Forces. 
The main goal of this work is to ensure the accomplishment of tasks for the 
further increasing of the Armed Forces’ combat readiness and the strengthen- 
ing of the personnel's conscious discipline by indoctrinational means. 


Such are the bar c directions in the Party's leadership of the Armed Forces. 
The most impo" ant source of their might is contained in this leadership. 


/The third question/ of the seminar is devoted to the combat readiness of the 
Soviet Armed Forces. V. I. Lenin pointed out the necessity to maintain the 
constant readiness of the people and the army to repel imperialist aggression 
many times (see, for example, “Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy,” Vol 42, p 130). 
In realizing Lenin's ideas, the Communist Party is devoting primary attention 
to this matter. The combat readiness of the Armed Forces under contemporary 
conditions is one of the key questions in military organizational development. 
The course and outcome of all military operations may depend on the ability 
of the army to resist the enemy in the first days and hours of the war. 


The maintenance of combat readiness al the necessary level requires the great 
efforts of the people, command personnel, and all personnel of the Armed For- 
ces. Comrade L. I. Breshnev pointed out: "...The tremendous efforts and 
material expenditures of the people to equip the army, the conscientiousness, 
combat ability, and discipline of the servicemen, the skill of command per- 
sonnel in controlling troops, and much more are concentrated as if in focus 
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in the combat readiness of the troops. In the end, this ie the erown of the 
troops’ combat skill in peacetime and the key to vietory in war” ("Leninskia 
mureon,” Vol 2, p #9). 


The maintenance of the Armed Forces’ constant combat readiness is « task in- 
volving many plane. It le an entire complex of measures which are inter- 
connected and mutually conditioned. Combet readinese encompasses such fac- 
tore as the completeness of unit and ship ganning and their equipment, the 
presence of the necessary supplies of materiel, the combat coordination of 
the troop collectives, the moral-combat qualities of the personnel and their 
discipline and organization, the organisational abilities of commanders, 
political officers, and setaffe, their ability to implement firm and continu- 
ous control of th troops under any conditions, and active and purposeful 
party-political work in the unite and on the ships. These are componente of 
combat readiness which are of common significance for all the Armed Forces. 
But the combat readiness of each service of the Armed Forces and each combat 
arm also has much that is special, specific, and connected with their pre- 
destination and role in contemporary war. On the seminar, it is important 
to examine this epecificity, draw practical conclusions, and determine the 
taske of the group's students in maintaining the combat readiness of the 
subunits which are subordinate to then. 


As is known, socialist competition plays « large role in increasing combat 
readiness and in the training and indoctrination of the personnel. The spe- 
cific problems in its organization must be considered in light of the appeal 
of the Soviet minister of defense and the Main Political Directorate of the 
Soviet Armed Forces, “Toward new itions in socialist competition” (see 
KRASNAYA ZVEZDA, 25 November 1979). 


In his concluding remarks, the leader sums up the results of the seminar, 

clears up questions which vere not examined in sufficient depth, anevers the 

students’ questions, and orients them toward preparation for the next lesson. 
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ARMED FORCES DAY: DISCUSSION MATERIAL 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZNENNYKH SIL in Russian No 1, Jan 80 signed to press 
18 Dec 79 pp 49-54 


[Article: Guard of Socialist Achievements"; materials for reports 
and talks on the anniversary of the Soviet Armed Forces) 


[Excerpts) The Soviet Armed Forces will be 62 years of age on 23 February. 
It is @ great ead joyous celebration of our people's combat glory and the 
bravery and valor of their servicemen. The workers of the cities and vil- 
lages honor the armed defenders of the Soviet fatherland who are vigilantly 
standing guard over its sacred borders, veterans of past battles, the cre- 
ators and inventors of formidable combat equipment and veapons, and all those 
who strengthened and are strengthening the defensive might of the Soviet 
state with their labor. 


This anniversary of the Soviet Armed Forces is being celebrated at the thresh- 
old of the 110th birthday of V. I. Lenin--the theoretician of genius and 
leader of the proletarian revolution and creator of the first socialist state 
in the vorld. 


The workers of our country and the men of the Armed Forces are greeting the 
birthday of the Soviet Armed Forces in an atmosphere of a tremendous politi- 
cal and labor upsurge caused by the decree of the CPSU Central Committee, 
"On the 110th anni of the birth of Viedimir Tl'ich Lenin” and the de- 
cisions of the November (1979) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee and the 
second session of the USSR Supreme Soviet. Broad preparations for the Lenin 
anniversary, the 35th anniversary of the victory in the Great Patriotic War, 
and the 26th CPSU Congress have been initiated everywhere. The working 
class, kolkhoz peasantry, and intellectuals are directing their energy to- 
ward implementing the decisions of the 25th Party Congress and the tasks of 
the Tenth Five-Year Plan with honor. 


The victory of the Soviet people and their Armed Forces over German fascism 
and Japanese militarism led to profound consequences having worldwide his- 
toric significance. It strengthened socialiam's achievements and weakened 
imperialism seriously. The peoples of a number of Buropean and Asian coun- 
tries vere liberated from capitalist slavery. The mighty world socialist 
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system was formed. <A broad scope was scquired by the national-liberation 
struggle of peoples which led to the breakup of the colonial system and the 
formation of independent national states on ite fragments. Capitaliem's 
general crisis deepened further. All this changed substantially the corre- 
lation of forces in the world arena in favor of socialian, 


Completing the war with a victory of worldwide significance, the Soviet peo- 
ple began their peaceful labor to restore the economy which had been destroy- 
ed. This was an extremely difficult and complex task. In the capitalist 
world, many people believed that the Soviet Union, suffering tremendous 
losees, would be thrown far back and would not recover from the war for a 
long time. But these estimates proved to be wrong. Under the leadership of 
the Communist Party the Soviet people not only restored the national economy 
quickly, but also developed it further. 


During the years which passed since the Great Patriotic War, the USSR has at- 
tained outstanding successes. The main result of the Soviet people's un- 
parallelled struggle and selfless labor was our building of a socialist so- 
ciety. Based on socialism's great advantages and the economy's capabilities 
which grew immeasurably, the Communist Party is now directing the efforts of 
the Soviet people toward the accomplishment of the tasks of communist con- 
struction and the plans of the 25th CPSU Congress. The Tenth Five-Year Plan 
will be a big step in the accomplishment of these tasks. As a result of four 
years of intense, persistent creative work, the economic and defensive might 
of our socialist motherland and its international authority grev, and the 
life of the Soviet people has become richer both materially and spiritually. 


The other countries of the socialist commonvealth--the most dynamic economic 
force on the planet--have also attained tremendous successes in their develq@- 
ment. No other amalgamation of states can compare vith it either for rates 
of economic growth or for scales and significance of social transformations. 
The attainment of common goals of the socialist states is served effectively 
by their collective organizations--the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance 
and the Warsaw Pact. 


The Communist Party and Soviet government are persistently realizing the 
Leninist foreign policy. Thanks to their active and purposeful activity, 
the Soviet people have been living and working under conditions of peace for 
the fourth decade already. Our party and state, together with the fraternal 
parties and states of the socialist commonvealth, are consistently conduct- 
ing @ policy of peace and peaceful coexistence, restraining the arms race, 
and weakening the military opposition of the socialist and capitalist states. 


A fundamentally new and important step on the road to the strengthening of 
the peace and security of peoples was the initiatives of the USSR put forth 
by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in a speech in Berlin on 6 October 1969. Their 
main direction was a further deepening of the process of detente and the 
strengthening of the peaceful collaboration of states. The Soviet proposals 
found ardent approval and support of the peoples of socialism's fraternal 
countries and of all progressive mankind. 
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At the same time, forces for whom the initiative of the USSR was not to their 
liking were also iisclosed. As formerly, using the false propaganda of a 
"Soviet military threat" as a cover, reactionary circles in the United States 
of America and other NATO countries are trying to implement dangerous 

plans for emplacing medium-range nuclear missiles in Western Europe and are 
persistently soliciting an increase in the military might of the NATO bloc 
and the attainment of military superiority over the armed forces of the War- 
sav Pact member states. Imperialism's militaristic circles and other forces 
Oppose detente and disarmament, are striving to suppress the national-libera- 
tion movement of peoples, and are interfering in the internal affairs of 
other countries. 


The interests of ovr motherland's security and the difficult international 
situation require of the Soviet people a high level of vigilance and the 
strengthening of the Soviet state's economic and defensive might. The Com- 
munist Party of the Soviet Union, together with the fraternal parties of the 
countries in the socialist commonwealth, are doing everything necessary to 
provide the Soviet people and our allies the opportunity to live and work 
under conditions of a firm peace. 


The Soviet Armed Forces are standing vigilant guard over the motherland's 
interests. Created and brought up by the Communist Party for the defense of 
the Great October's socialist achievements and warmed by the nation's love, 
they are performing their honorable service selflessly. "It is a lofty 
honor to belong to the Soviet Armed Forces,” said member of the CPSU Central 
Committee's Politburo and Soviet Minister of Defense, Marshal of the Soviet 
Union D. F. Ustinov. “The confidence of the Party and the people who have en- 
trusted mighty weapons to the servicemen is great. This confidence imposes 
on all of us, military people, a tremendous responsibility for the entrusted 
matter--to constantly be on the alert, to guard the peaceful labor of the 
Soviet people and the achievements of the Great October vigilantly, and to 
stand tireless combat watch on land, in the air, and on the sea and ocean 
expanses." 


The wise leadership of the Leninist party was and remains the inexhaustible 
source of the strength and invincibility of the Soviet Armed Forces. Thanks 
to its tireless concern, the Soviet Armed Forces have risen to a qualitative- 
ly new stage in their development. They have remarkable officer cadres. 

The level of the active duty servicemen's g eral educational training is 
rising from year to year. The sons and grandsons of the Great Patriotic War's 
heroes are controlling the most complex combat vehicles, missile complexes, 
and electronic systems, navigating nuclear submarines, and piloting super- 
sonic airplanes. They are persistently mastering the science of victory 
which was forged in battles for the motherland and instilling within them- 
selves steadfastness, bravery, and valor. 


The combat might of the Soviet Armed Forces was demonstrated convincingly on 
a number of excercises which were conducted recently. Increased rates of 
march, speed of deployment into combat formation, boldness and swiftness of 
attacks and counterattacks, competent and confident actions in aerial and 
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and sea “battles,” in the landing of assault forces, and successful firings 
and missile leaunchings testify to the high level of combat ability of our 
servicemen and the professional skill of command and political personnel. 


Constant combat readiness is impossible without firm military discipline 
whose role has grown significantly ander contemporary conditions. The in- 
crease in the complexity of the missions facing the Armed Forces and new 
weapons require exceptional industriousness as never before. Victory over 
a strong and well-equipped enemy and successes in daily training can be at- 
tained only with a high state of discipline of individual servicemen as well 
as of entire troop collectives. 


The international missions of our Armed Forces have substantially broadened 
and deepened at the contemporary stage. They are called uponnot only to de- 
fend the Soviet motherland but also, together with the armies of the social- 
ist countries, to uphold the freedom and independence of the peoples in the 
countries of the socialist commonvealth. This constitutes the lofty interna- 
tional mission of the Soviet Armed Forces. Our country is actually realiz- 
ing V. I. Lenin's instructions on the necessity for the close military unity 
of the workers who have been liberated from capitalist enslavement. The 
creation and activity of the Warsaw Pact Organization is convincing evidence 
of this. 


The strength and fortress of the Armed Forces is in their inseparable unity 
with the people. The Soviet servicemen participate actively in the country's 
socio-political life. Thousands of representatives of the Armed Forces have 
been elected to various organs of Soviet authority and as members of leading 
party organs. Our servicemen are also participating directly in the coun- 
try's economic life. An example of this participation consists of their 
glorious deeds in harvesting grain, the construction of the Baykal-Amur 

Main Line, and other important objects. The men of the Armed Forces are 
maintaining the closest ties with representatives of soviet, party, Komsomol, 
and other public organizations, with workers of industrial enterprises and 
construction sites, kolkhozes and sovkhozes, and with the student youth and 
war veterans. Figures of science, culture, and art, members of the all-union 
"Znaniye" (Knowledge) society, and reserve and retired officers are frequent 
and desired guests in units and on ships. Party and soviet organizations, 
trade unions, the Komsomol, and DOSAAF are conducting important work on the 
military-patriotic indoctrination of the workers. 


The firmest unity of the army and the people is expressed in the raising of 
the Armed Forces'indoctrinational role. Many thousands of youths who have 
served their time in the Armed Forces travel to Komsomol shock construction 
sites and to various branches of the national economy each year. Having re- 
ceived a specialty and passing through the school of armed forces tempering, 
they pour into the labor collectives and assist in the strengthening of dis- 
cipline, organization, and solidarity there. 


The Soviet servicemen are greeting the 62d anniversary of the Soviet Armed 
Forces with new achievements in combat and political training and in the 
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accomplishment of socialist obligations which have been assumed for a worthy 
greeting for the 100th anniversary of V. I. Lenin's birth. The personnel's 
patriotic aspiration found expression in the call to initiate socialist com- 
petition in the new training year under the slogan: “Accomplish the Lenin 
beheste in a sacred manner, improve combat and politica) training, increase 
vigilance, and always be ready for the defense of the motherland and social- 
iem's great achievements." This slogan was used in the appeal to the men 

of their services of the Armed Forces by the personnel of a missile unit 
(commander Lieutenant Colonel M. Kolosov), the Guards Motorized Rifle (four 
times order bearing) Regiment of the Rogachev Guards Motorized Rifle Divi- 
sion imeni the Supreme Soviet of the Belorussian SSR (commander Guards Lieu- 
tenant Colonel L. Kovalev), a surface-to-air missile regiment (commander 
Lieutenant Colone! G. Klimentov), a Red Banner bomber regiment (commander 
Colonel G. Treznyuk), and the large antisubmarine warfare ship "Petropav- 
lovek" (commander Captain 34 Rank A. Kuz'min). 


Intensive combat and political training is under way in the units and on 
the ships. The main efforts, just as formerly, are concentrated on field, 
aerial, and sea training. Questions of mastering contemporary equipment 
and weapons and the most compiete use of their combat capabilities are con- 
stantly at the center of attention of the men and much is being done to in- 
tensify the struggle to improve the quality and effectiveness of the entire 
training and indoctrinational process. There is no doubt that the personnel 
of the Armed Forces will achieve new successes in this training year in the 
struggle to realize the decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress and the instruc- 
tions of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev on questions of a further rise in vigilance 
and combat readiness. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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COMBAT TRAINING: VIEWS OF MOSCOW M.D. COMMANDER 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 1, Jan 80 signed to press 
18 Dec 80 pp 55-62 


[Article by Army Gen V. Govorov, commander of the Order of Lenin Moscow 
Military District: "The Plan's Organizing Role") 


[Text] The Communist Party and the Soviet state attach primary significance 
to the improvement of planned control on all sectors of communist construc- 
tion. At the basis of this work lie the Lenin ideas of socialist planning 
which have stood the test of time and are continuously developing and im- 
proving with practice. Confirmation of this is the recent decree of the 
CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers, "On improving 
planning and strengthening the influence of the economic mechanism on in- 
creasing the effectiveness of produc.ion and the quality of work." 


Our plans bear a scientific nature; they encompass in a complex all aspects 
of public life and serve as a powerful factor in mobilizing the masses for 
nev labor achievements. The General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee 
and Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR's Supreme Soviet has pointed out 
repeatedly that planning is the central element and core of leadership. This 
also pertains to our Armed Forces. Today, one cannot even imagine the ac- 
tivity of the troop collectives for a minute without well organized planning. 
The combat readiness of large units, units, and subunits depends to a great 
extent on the content and quality of plans for the combat and political 
training of the troops and their accomplishment. Plans permit coordinating 
the efforts of many hundreds and thousands of people who contro! complex 
combat equipment and veapons and direct them toward the attainment of the 
final goal. 


The military council of the Order of Lenin Moscow Military District is devot- 
ing unremitting attention to the further improvement of planning for combat 
and political training and all training and indoctrinational work with the 
personnel. This contributes to an increase in the effectiveness of soldier- 
ly labor and the quality of lessons and it permits attaining the efficient 
use of training time and materiel, organization, and order. 
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The regimental commander involved the chiefs of arme and services and sub- 
wait comandere in working out the plan for thie training year, They co- 
ordinated training measures especially thoroughly for time, place, tasks, 
ond material support, Of course, there was 4 temptation to draw up an ex- 
tremely detellied pien. Nowever, leseone of the past suggested that such de- 
Selling makes & document cumbersome and licates control. Therefore, only 
main taske which subsequently vere defined in detail when planning the train- 
ina process vere reflected in it, 


The Joint work of staff officers and subunit commanders hel to resolve 
such probleme as the effective use of facilities of the field training base, 
integration of subjects in tection), special tactical, and gunnery training 
with other subjects of instruction, and working out the coordination of sub- 
white of different combat arms. In drawing up the plan, wide use was made 
of the leading experience in the combination of field and classroom lessons 
by the beet battalion in the regiment which is commanded by Guards Captain 
A. Komyak. 


Tn the period of preparation for the training year, the communists of the 
regimental headquartere set the tone in the conduct of training methode ae- 
semblies of officers, warrant officers [praporshchik),and sergeants of sub- 
unite which helped the trainees to work out common views on the procedure 
for lessons on the basic training subjects. They devoted special attention 
to subunit staffe as the initial planning echelon. It is here that the cal- 
culation of hours by subjects is worked out for the period of instruction. 
This is @ new matter for many battalion commanders and their deputies. They 
40 not have sufficient experience and, naturally, need earnest assistance 
which, properly, became 4 subject of concern for the commander, staff, and 
headquarters party organization of the regiment. Methodological assemblies 
were conducted with battalion commanders and chiefs of staff at which prac- 
tical recommendations and advice were given on how better to draw up plans 
for combat and political training in the subunits. The chiefs of arms and 
services determined the calculsted hours for special subunits. Great signi- 
ficance was attached to the preparation of company schedules. For the 
laborious, many-faceted work of a1] planning elements is completed with the 
preparation of company schedules. 








The gajority of lesson schedules in the companies and batteries are prepr re 
ty young officers. We cannot fail to note that the lesson schedule is b-- 
coming ever more complex in ite structure: the number of military special- 
ties and sodele of armament is growing. Therefore, it is difficult for 
young subunit commanders who are going through their formative stage to ac- 
quire the necessary skills and learn to plan the training of subordinates 
skilifully. Wot a1] of them possess sufficient experience for this nor can 
they make @ correct determination of the correct direction of the work or 
consider everything on which the productivity of the weekly training cycl: 
in the subunite depends. It happens that some commanders get down to vorki:.. 
out the company schedule vithout having complete information on which lesra 
the senior commanders will conduct in the subunits or how the facilicies of 





25 





the training base, training aide, and other material support have been dis- 
tributed, But they should not aivays be blamed for this. The break in the 
planning chain often oceurs in the higher echelons. So it ie here that the 
senior, experienced comrades should have their say. 


In thie connection, the experience in preparing company schedules in the 
training motorized rifle regiment commanded by Lieutenant Colonel F. 
Moskalenko deserves approval. Here, the battalion and company commanders go 
to the training building on the assigned day. The regimental commander 
briefly sume up the resulte of combat and political training for the past 
week and notes shortcomings and positive aspecte in the training of the sub- 
unite. Then he issues instructions on how to plan and conduct lessons on the 
basic subjects of instruction. Ne determines with which category of officers, 
warrant officers, end sergeants commander’ assemblies and training-methods 
lessons vili be conducted and when and with which subunite lessons will be 
pianned on tactical and gunnery training, driving combat vehicles, and which 
training-material base will be allotted to them on what days. The commander 
also established which of the officers of the regimental headquarters will 
conduct lessons, to include check lessons, in which subunite and on what 
days. The method of centralized preparation of lesson schedules for the wee 
facilitates the work of the subunit commanaers to a considerable degree and 
ensures clarity and organization in the process of combat and political 
training. 


Herc, it is appropriate to dwell on the participation of party organizations 
in the planning. Take, as an example, the party committee of the leading 
motorized infantry regiment which has already been discussed. The question 
of the responsibility of communists of the unit and battalion headquarters 
for the timely and quality planning of combat and political training for the 
winter training period was discussed at one of its sessions. A businesslike 
exchange of opinions took place and a specific resolution was adopted. In 
particular, it wae decided to assist Guards Captain V. Terekhov vho had re- 
cently been appointed battalion chief of staff. The party committee often 
practices listening to the reports of the communists. The purpose of such 
reports is to increase the responsibility of the officer-leader for the as- 
signed work sector and to instill in him « creative attitude toward matters. 
Tn the past, errors vere committed in planning the command training of « unit 
deputy chief of staff, Major V. Lukashenko. Hearing the communist's report, 
the members of the party committee pointed out specific shortcomings in his 
work to him and expressed a number of recommendations on how to improve mat- 
ters and eliminate mistakes. The members of the party committee are people 
with great experience in life. Who, if not they, should advise « communist 
on how to proceed farther and achieve more? However, the matter is not 
limited to this. After the party committee's session a methodological office 
was created in the unit. Everything necessary for the conduct of effect‘ve 
lessons vith the regiment's officers is here. Communist Lukashenko also be- 
gan to perform his duties with initiative, creatively. He made a large con- 
tribution to the success in planning combat and political training for the 
winter period. 
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The members of the party committee also give practionl assistance to the com- 
muniete on an individual basis. The capabilities of the training-material 
base were not utilised with sufficient completeness in the last training 
year, Communist ". Novikov spoke of thie at one of the party meetings. The 
commander adopted the necessary measures. Officer Novikov also participated 
in the accomplishment of these measures. He applied much labor to see that 
there were no gape in battalion plane and company schedules which were con- 
nected with the use of the training-material base. 


I should especially like to tell about the work of headquarters party organi- 
tations whose exceptionally important role ie stressed in the Instructions to 
CPSU Organisations in the Soviet Armed Forces. And thie is proper. Their 
activity hae a direct influence on ensuring the exemplary behavior of head- 
quarters communists in the accomplishment of their service duties. 


When you encounter contraste in the planning of individual units, it can be 
seen at once that they are explained to « great extent by the different vork 
styles of the staffs. The work style, as is known, is aleo formed under the 
influence of the purposeful activity of headquarters party organizations and 

bureaus. Let us take, for example, two headquarters party organi za- 
tions which, until recently, were headed by Captain P. Duchinskiy and Major 
Ye. Golikov. 


In the first one, the communists periodically give reporte at sessions of 
the party bureau concerning the accomplishment of their party and service 
duty and participation in the generalisation and spreading of leading ex- 
perience, to include the planning process. At party meetings, questions are 
discussed concerning work style, the check of execution, the example of CPS! 
members in the struggle for the implementation of decrees and directives of 
the party and the government, orders of the Soviet minister of defense, party 
influence on improving the planning of combat and political training, the up- 
bringing of communists in a spirit of responsibility for the assigned matter, 
and organisation and style in work. The party organization keeps at the 
center of ite attention questions concerning the professional training of 
staff officers, raising their methodological skill, inetilling « creative 
attitude tovard matters, and improving the planning of the training process. 
Surveys of military Journals and other periodicals are practiced monthly for 
the communists. Talks on the most important party documents are conducted 
regularly. One of them was devoted to the decree of the CPSU Central Commit- 
tee and the Soviet Council of Ministers on improving planning vhich vas men- 
tioned above. 


The communists seemed to do much vork in the second headquarters party 
organization, too. However, the effectiveness of their work is not very high. 
And this is explained primarily by the fact that the party bureau and 
organization did not always take effective measures in an efficient manner 

to regulate and improve the style of the staff officers’ activity. Por ex- 


ample, the planning and organization of the training process in individual 
subunits of the unit leave such to be desired. But during the year, the 


party bureau just didn't find the time to really look into the true reasons 
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for these shortcomings, make the guilty responsible for omissions, and help 
those who need it. Some members of the party bureau do not always see the 
proper interrelation between the estate of affairs in the subunits and the 
level of party work in the headquarters. Were, as @ rule, @1) blame is heaped 
on the subunit commanders for the breakdown of the lesson schedules. 


We have always believed and we believe that our plane, being estate plane, 
should first of all ensure high combat readiness and raise the personnel 's 
level of field and aerial ability. These questions are always at the center 
of our attention. Thue, for example, when omissions were disclosed at the 
start of the last training year in the organization of the training process 
in some of the subunits of the Taman’ and Kantemirov Divisions, these omis- 
sions vere discussed at an enlarged session of the district military council. 
A conversation based on points of principle and concerning the course of ac- 
complishment of plans for combat and political training took place. The 
reasons for the shortcomings were disclosed and specific measures for their 
elimination vere outlined. In particular, the discussion concerned the use 
of reserves for the further intensification of combat training, primarily 
through a raising of the quality of the command and methodological training 
of the officers, and the more complete use of trainers in the course of plan- 
ned lessons and self-study. At the same time, measures vere adopted for 
local assistance. Officers of the combat training directorate and chiefs of 
arms and services conducted demonstration and training-methods lessons in 
tactical, special tactical, and gunnery training and in driving. 


Generals, staff officers, and officers of other of the district's director- 
ates, including the political directorate, also made their contribution. 
Their role in broad and varied planning activity is obvious. Por, as writt@ 
in the statute on political organs, they are called upon to delve into all 
aspects of combat and political training with knowledge of the matter, daily 
and specifically, to make an objective and principled estimate of the state 
of affairs among the troops to wage « struggle against the embellishment of 
reality, conceit, careleseness, and indifference and against simplification 
and indulgence in the training of the personnel, and to assist commanders in 
eliminating the shortcomings which hamper the raising of combat readiness of 
large unite and units. The personnel of the political directorate are ap- 
preciated among the troops of our district. Knowing military affairs and 
the life of the military collectives well, in the drawing up of training 
plans they suggest where and how the greatest success can be attained and the 
correct path to the accomplishment of tasks for combat improvement can be 
found. ‘Sy advice and deed, our political officers are infusing a creative 
spirit into the daily activity of commanders and political deputies and the 
party activists of unite and subunits. 


"...Whatever vork sector you take, you see everyvhere the tremendous possi- 
bilities and tremendous reserves for successful advancement forvard. But in 
order to utilize them, a /rise in the level of control/ [in boldface] in the 
broadest meaning of these words is needed,” noted Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in 
& speech at the November (1979) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee. We, 











army communists, are obliged to implement this requirement steadily in the 
training and indoctrination of the personnel of subunits, unite, and large 
unite. 


A rise in the level of control.... There are many important Linke in this 
chain. One of the main links is not simply clear planning, but comprehen- 
sive responsibility for the plane which have been drawn up, their realisza- 
tion, and quality implementation. It is for this very reason that it has 
become a rule in the district--the commander, chief of the political section, 
and chief of staff are present at the approval of plane for combat and poli- 
tioal training of the large unit. Bach of them personally participated in the 
planning and bears responsibility for the realization of what has been planned, if 


necessary, he is required to provide profoundly substantiated explanations 
on various questions. 


The plan of the large unit or unit is the result of intense collective 

labor in which everything necessary has been considered. Why should 

this be stressed? Well, because in the past, unfortunately, there vere case 
where the preparation of the plan was entrusted to minor persons. Is it ne- 
cessary to state that the quality of planning suffered from this? At times, 
the requirements of the guidance documents did not find reflection in such 
plans. Such errors have now been overcome. First of a11, because the re- 
sponsibility of the communist-leaders for the compilation of plans has been 
raised. Secondly, in monitoring planning, the staff officers and officers 
of the district's directorates give practical instruction tc the compilers 
of the plans and equip them with the necessary knowledge and skilis. 


The combat training directorate is conducting important work in this direc- 
tion. Prior to this year, a special lesson was conducted with officers of 
the directorate who travel to the troops in the course of which they studied 
all the guidance documents for the new training year in the most thorough 
manner and received specific recommendations on checking planning and as- 
sisting the troops in this matter. Communists of the directorate, Colonels 
Vv. Yanovekiy, M. Zhabyko, and V. Pshenichnyy, Lieutenant Colonels Yu. 
Mel'nikov and V. Kochnev, and others have done much for the plans for combat 
and political training for the current training year to ensure a high level 
of effectiveness and quality of the training process. 


The activity of the staff officers and of the district's directorates and 
sections among the troops shovs that an important condition for the quality 
accomplishment of the plans is checking the course of combat training. 
Therefore, an increase in the effectiveness of monitoring and a check of exe- 
cution have become a permanent and immutable requirement of the military 
council for all commanders and staffs. As is known, this was indicated once 
again by the November (1979) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee: "The 
tasks which now face us require, in particular, that we strengthen and make 
more rigid the monitoring of the execution of planned tasks and the decisions 
which have been adopted.” In fact, if record keeping and monitoring the ac- 
complishment of training plans have not been organized in the units and if 
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there are no date for an objective analysis of the state of affairs, how can 
one judge the quality of combat and political training or the effectiveness 
of party political work’ 


We proceed from the fact that monitoring and checking are not only the dis- 
closing of shortcomings. They are, first of all, the profound study, genera- 
ligation, and active introduction of favorable experience into practice and 
the dissemination of leading procedures and methods of organizational work of 
commanders and staffs. Monitoring only gives favorable resulte when it is 
combined with the rendering of necessary practical assistance. Monitoring 
and assistance--these are two sides of the same coin. Their skillful combi... 
tion in practice is an important condition in improving work style in the 
direction of ombet and political training. . 


The planning of combat and political training has special features in this 
training year. We have considered the requiremente of the combat training 
programs comprehensively. As is known, the leading role in them is allotted 
to tactical, special tactical, technical, and gunnery training. They envis- 
ion the allotment of the maior portion of training time to lessons in the 
field and on the equipment, in which regard a certain number of lessons gust 
be conducted at night. All these special features are reflected in long- 


range and current plans. 


In accomplishing the tasks to improve field ability as a whole and tactical 
training in particular, unit and subunit commanders are devoting the most 
serious attention to the integration of lessons with other subjects of in- 
struction. In my opinion, integration provides the key to the solution of 
many problems in field training. Most serious significance is attached to 
this question in programs for combat training. However, the possibilities 
to integrate lessons are still far from exhausted. 


It goes without saying that the integration of subjects of instruction and 
their subordination to the interests of tactics provide favorable results 
only in the case where the leaders of the lessons possess good professional 
and methodological knowledge and the appropriate experience. The unskill ful 
accomplishment of this task and a simplified approach to it bring nothing 
but harm. In this connection, I should like to caution against indiscria- 
inate integration of lessons. For many subjects, for example in the defense 
against veapons of mass destruction and technical and engineering training, 
require that they be worked out on specially equipped training sites. 





Some subunit and unit commanders understand integrated lessons in « simpli- 
fied manner and they really interpret the procedure for the conduct of these 
lessons, let us say directly, primitively. They say that they went out to 
the field and 411 training problems vere worked out. Wo, this is far from 
the way it is. An integrated lesson in tactical training should be conduct- 
ed on one subject. All training problems of other subjects of instruction 
should be worked out in accordance with « single tactical concept and in « 
specific sequence. I had the occasion to be present on one such lesson. 

was devoted to working out the subject, “The company in the attack.” It 
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conducted by a competent officer, Captain A. Komyak, who is now @ battalion 
commander. The plan called for 4 forced march, engaging 4 tactioal airborne 
assault force, and the conduct of an attack with the initiation of pursuit 
of the withdrawing “enemy.” A complex of measures wae worked out on the 
lesson in the defense against weapons of masse destruction, evacuation of 
vounded from the battalion aid station, and giving them first aid. Unquee- 
tionably, euch a lesson brought considerable value to the subordinates as 
well as to the officer-leader. 


Tt should be noted that from the viewpoint of the logical sequence of the 
training process the integration of lessons should be preceded by specific 
training of the trainees in various subjects. It is necessary to provide 
the necessary minimum of knowledge ana skills and then to move on to the 
vorking out of the subject in a complex. However, in each specific case it 
is necessary to consider the capabilities of the training fields and to use 
them wisely. It is obvious that it is already time to work out scientifical- 
ly substantiated recommendations which could be used in planning integrated 
lessons. 


The field training base of the sixties ie recalled: troop firing range, 
firing grounds, one or two special training fields, a terrain sector for 
lessons in tactics and, perhaps, that is all. It was simpler then. Sov, 
for example, in the Taman' Guards Motorized Pifle Division each regiment has 
a modern electrified firing range, perfect military cantonments and class- 
rooms, training buildings, drill fields, and special training fields. For 
example, for lessons in tactics a training field has been created where it 
is possible to conduct company tactical exercises with live firing. There 
is also a training field for platoon traininginacircle. However, there is 
now an urgent requirement for a tactical training field for each regiment. 


Of course, it would be an ideal situation when all training fields and facili- 
ties are located close to the military cantonments. But it is impossible to 
accomplish this in practice. For example, in the Taman’ Division the tac- 
tical training fields are located at a considerable distance. An integrated 
five-to-six-hour lesson on tactical training permits avoiding the useless 
expenditure of training time on travelling. 


The training plans for combat and political training should provide for a 
steady improvement in the professional training of the officer personnel. 
Thies will be furthered by an improvement in the planning of command training. 
Its basis should be the further improvement in the field ability of officers 
and staffs, the tireless molding of lofty moral and combat qualities and psy- 
chological steadfastness in commanders, and the instilling of skills in the 
organization and conduct of battle on the ground and the confident control 
of units and subunits in « combat situation. Sometimes, this vork is organized 
in the old way, without consideration of the new things which are appearing 
in military affairs. 


The constantly increasing requirements which are imposed on the commander i: 
the field of troop control are causing an urgent need for daily improvement 
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of methods for the conduct of group exercises and tactical quickie lessons 
on the ground, too, as well as for the more efficient use of training time. 
Frequently, the situation which is prepared on maps for the conduct of a 
group lesson or quickie exercise is not made more difficult. Thie is in- 
correct. In actual battle the situation will change suddenly and, there- 
fore, it must be constantly intensified and made more difficult in the 
couree of the lessons. 


In summing up what has been said, it should be stressed once more that there 
are no minutia in the planning of combat and political training and there 
cannot be. Just as in & watch mechaniam, here all parte must be carefully 
fitted to one another. I repeat-- the training plan is « state plan. It is 
inseparably conne.ted with the solution of such a key problem as improving 
the effectiveness and quality of the entire training and indoctrinational 
process in the interests of the further strengthening of the troops’ combat 
readiness. 


In the current training year--the year of the 110th anniversary of the birth 
of Vv. I. Lenin, the 35th anniversary of the victory in the Great Patriotic 
War, and preparations for the 26th CPSU Congress--the troops of the Order 

of Lenin Moscow Military District as well as all the Soviet Armed Forces are 
facing great and important missions. As never before, their successful 
accomplishment requires « further raising of the scientific level of plan- 
ning, improvement of its methodology, and intensification of the officer 
personnel's sense of duty for the complete and unconditional accomplishment 
of the plans which have been contemplated. We see the real path for our for- 
ward movement in this. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh S11", 1980 
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POLITICAL TRAINING: THE WORLD SOCIALIST SYSTEM 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian Wo 1, Jan 80 signed to press 
18 Dec 79 pp 75-83 A 


[Article by Col V. Zubkov, candidate of economic sciences, docent: "The 
_ Socialist System"; passages enclosed in slantlines printed in bold- 
face 


[Text] Material for political lessons on the subject, 

“The World Socialist System. The 25th CPSU Congress on 
strengthening the unity and fraternal collaboration of 

the socialist countries." 


This is the second article on the subject, "The world socialist system. The 
25th CPSU Congress on strengthening the unity and fraternal collaboration of 
the socialist countries.” The purpose of this lesson is to help the soldiers 
and seamen to have a deeper understanding of the regular nature of the emer- 
gence and development of the world socialist system. In the course of study- 
ing the subject, it is important to concentrate the students’ attention on 
the further strengthening of the friendship and collaboration of the frater- 
nal socialist countries and the necessity for the reliable defense of the 
socialist commonvealth against the aggressive intrigues of imperialiem's re- 
actionary forces and its stooges. 


Eight hours are allotted for the lesson. It is expedient to distribute this 
time as follows: allot two hours for a lecture, provide two hours for the 
students’ independent work, and use four hours for a seminar. 


It is necessary to deal with the following questions /in the lecturef 1. The 
formation of the world socialist system. 2. The 25th CPSU Congress on the 
further strengthening of friendship and collaboration of the fraternal so- 
cialist countries. 3. Defend the security, peaceful labor of the Soviet 
people, and socialist's great achievements reliably. 


/In a brief introduction/, it is important to note that the emergence and de- 
velopment of the world socialist system is the biggest historic event after 
the victory of the Great October. During several decades of existence, it 
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became firmly established on the leading positions of mankind's social pro- 
gress. The world socialist system steps forth as the leading revolutionary 
force of modern times and the most reliable support of the peoples who are 
etruggling for peace, national freedom, democracy, and the rebuilding of so- 
ciety on the principles of communism. "The development of the countries of 
socialiam,” stressed Comrade L. I. Breshnev at the 25th CPSU Congress, “the 
grovth in their might, intensification of the beneficial influence of the 
international policy which they are conducting--this is what now comprises 
the main direction of mankind's social progress" ("Materialy XXV s'yezda KPss" 
[Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress), p 27). 


1. Formation of the World Socialist System 


In beginning the presentation of the material, it should be said that in the 
program of the CPSU and in the most important documents of the international 
communist movement the world socialist system is characterized as a social, 
economic, and political commonwealth of free and sovereign peoples who are 
going along the path of socialism and communism and are united by a community 
of interests and goals and the close ties of international socialist solidar- 
ity. The Great October Socialist Revolution marked the beginning of the his- 
torical process of its emergence and development. 


The epoch-making turn of mankind from capitalism to socialism which was be- 
gun by the October revolution is the natural result of society's development. 
Discovering the objective laws of social development, Marxism-Leninism showed 
the contradictions which are inherent in capitalism and the inevitability of 
their revolutionary explosion and of society's transition to communism. 


Russia proved to be the weakest link in the imperialist system and the nodal 
point of all its contradiction. The necessary conditions for the victory of 
socialiam took place in it. Breaking through the front of imperialism in 
Russia, the Great October firmly established the dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat and created a new type of state--the Soviet socialist state, and a 
new type of democracy--democracy for the workers. Thus, the October revolu- 
tion led our country out on the socialist road. As a result of the Soviet 
people's selfless labor and the theoretical and practical activity of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, mankind received a really existing so- 
cialist society and the science of building socialism which had been tested 
by experience. “Today, many peoples are going along the path laid by the 
October Revolution,” it was noted at the ceremonial session devoted to the 
624 anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution. "All peoples of 
the planet will follow it sooner or later!" 


It is desirable to remind the students that the successes of the Soviet Union 
in communist construction vere discussed in detail in the preceding lecture, 
"The USSR, the first people's socialist state in the world” (see KOMMUNIST 
VOORUZHENNYKH SIL, No 24, 1979). On this lesson, it is important to note 
that as Comrade L. I. Brezhnev pointed out when speaking at the November 
(1979) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, "in realizing the decisions of 
the 25th CPSU Congress, we advanced forward significantly in the development 
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of the national economy, 4 further rise in the material and cultural stan- 
dard of living of the people, and the strengthening of our motherland's de- 
fensive capability.” 


So for more than three decades already the Soviet Union has been going along 
the path of building socialiam in the fraternal family of socialist countries, 
and not alone. 





The defeat of German fasciem and Japanese militariam in World War II with 
the decisive role of the USSR created favorable conditions for the overthrow 
of the authority of the capitalists and landlords in a number of countries 
of Burope and Asia. Thus, /as a result of the victory of the socialist revo- 
lutions in a number of countries of Burope and Asia, the revolutionary pro- 
cess begun by the Great October attained a qualitatively new position: the 
vorld socialist system was formed/. Its emergence and development bear a 
natural, historically caused nature. 


Just as foreseen by V. I. Lenin, the process wherein new countries are fall- 
ing away from the capitalist system and are changing over to the path of 
socialism is now continuing. 


Next, it is necessary to show the achievements of the fraternal socialist 
countries in the fields of economics, politics, and spiritual life. Here, 
it is important to stress that the Soviet Union is collaborating closely 
with the states of the socialist commonvealth, is rendering them comprehen- 
sive and unselfish assistance, and is accomplishing its international duty 
with honor. 


The path of the /Bulgarian Peoples Republic/ is marked by considerable suc- 
cesses in the building of socialism. During the years of people's power it 
was transformed into a socialist industrial-agrarian state with a developed 
industry and mechanized agriculture. Bulgaria confidently occupies cre of 
the first places in the world for rates of economic development. 


A socialist society had been basically built in the NRB [Bulgarian Peoples 
Republic] at the beginning of the 1960's. The 10th BKP [Bulgarian Communist 
Party] Congress (1971) adopted a new party program--a program for the build- 
ing of a developed socialist society in Bulgaria. The llth BKP Congress 
(1976) defined it concretely and set the goal of preparing conditions for the 
gradual transition to communisn. 


The universally recognized leader of the Bulgarian people is the Bulgarian 
Communist Party which numbers more than 810,000 people in its ranks. 


During an historically short time, the /Hungarian Peoples Republic/ was trans 
formed from an economically backward and dependent country to a rapidly de- 
veloping industrial-agrarian state. In 1962, the Sth Congress of the VSRP 
[Hungarian Socialist Workers Party) drew the conclusion that the bases of 
socialism had been created in Hungary and the country had entered the period 
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of the complete building of a socialist society. An important step on this 
path is the realisation of the decisions of the llth VSRP Congress (1975) 
which outlined the basic directions for building developed socialiam in the 
WWR [Hungarian Peoples Republic). 


The leadership of the social and political life of the VWR is accomplished by 
the Hungarian Socialist Workers Party whose ranks now number about 770,000 
communists. 


With the formation of the focialist Republic of Vietnam/ in 1976, the entire 
heroic Vietnamese people chose the road of socialism. The 4th Congress of 
Vietnamese Communists took place in December 1976 and worked out the course 
for peaceful eocialist construction on a nationwide soale. A special feature 
of this construction, as determined by the KPV [Communist Party of Vietnam], 
is that the country “is still in the stage of direct transition from 4 so- 
ciety with predominantly small-scale production to socialism, bypassing the 
stage of capitalist development." 


The leading force of the Vietnamese people is the Communist Party of Vietnan. 
It unites 1.6 million people in ite ranks. It is important to note that un- 
der the leadership of the KPV the Vietnamese People and their Peoples Arny, 
supported by the Soviet Union and the fraternal socialist countries, gave a 
decisive rebuff to the treacherous aggression of the Chinese hegemonists. 


The /German Democratic Republic/ is among the 10 most developed industrial 
states in the world and it recently marked its 30th anniversary. “The emer- 
gence and firm establishment of the GDR," said Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at 
celebrations in Berlin, “was a new, tremendous victory for the cause of 
socialism and peace and had real historic significance." 


The 6th SEPG [Socialist Unity Party of Germany] Congress (1963) drew the 
conclusion that the creation of the foundations of socialism had been conm- 
pleted in the GDR by the beginning of the 1960's. Being guided by its de- 
cisions, the workers of the GDR joined actively in the building of a develop- 
ed socialist social system. The paths for its construction were concretely 
defined by the 7th (1967) and 8th (1971) SEPG Congresses. The 9th SEPG Con- 
gress which took place in 1976 adopted a new party program which assigns the 
goal of continuing to build a developed socialist society in the GDR, there- 
by creating the preconditions for a gradual transition to communism. 





The leading and guiding force of the GDR is the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many which numbers more than two million members. 


/The Republic of Cuba/ is the first state in America which has chosen the 
road of socialism. An event of tremendous historic significance was the lst 
Congress of the Communist Party of Cuba (1975). The Congress summed up the 
results of socialist construction and adopted directives on the economic and 
social development of the country for the years 1976-1980. fhe directives 
envisaged important measures for the creation of the material-technical base 
for socialism and raising the material and cultural standard of living for 
the people. 
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The country's new constitution, which was adopted in 1976, legislatively con- 
solidated the socialist nature of the Cuban state, the leading role of the 
working class and its vanguard--the Communist Party (240,000 members), and 
Cuba's belonging to the socialist commonwealth, and it guaranteed broad demo- 
cratic and social rights for the citizens. 


/The Mongolian Peoples Republic/[MVR] is the first country in the world to 
accomplish the transition from feudalism to socialism, bypassing capitalism. 
In a short historical period, Mongolia overcame economic and cultural back- 
wardness and was transformed from an agrarian country into an industrial- 
agrarian one. From the beginning of the 1960's, the MNR entere’ the period 
of completion of the building of a socialist society. The central task of 
this period, as is stressed in the program of the MNRP [Mongolian Peoples 
Revolutionary Party) which was adopted by the 15th Party Congress (1966), is 
completion of the creation of the material-technical base for socialism. A 
significant step in this direction is provided by the accomplishment of the 
five-year plan for the development of the national economy and culture for 
the years 1976-1980 which was drawn up in accordance with the directives of 
the 17th MYRP Congress (1976). 


The Mongolian Peoples Revolutionary Party steps forth as the leading force 
in the life of the country. Its ranks number more than 70,000 people. 


As a result of the accomplishment of socialist transformations in a short 
historical period, the /Polish Peoples Republic/ was transformed into a de- 
veloped industrial ian country. The 7th Congress of the PORP [Polish 
United Workers Party) outlined « program for building a developed socialist 
society in Poland. The country is advancing substantially along the planned 
path as a result of the accomplishment of the tasks in the plan for the de- 
velopment of the national economy for the years 1976-1980 which envisages a 
considerable growth in production and a rise in the workers’ standard of liv- 
ing. 


The leading role in the country's state and social life belongs to the Polish 
United Workers Party. Its ranks consist of three million people. 


Great changes have taken place in the /Socialist Republic of Romania/ [SRk] 
during the years of peoples power. The llth Congress of the RKP [Romanian 
Communist Party] (1974) adopted a program for the creation of a comprehensive- 
ly developed socialist society and Romania's movement toward communism. The 
Congress approved directives for the five-year plan for the years 1976-1980. 
A new version of the "Single plan for the socio-economic development of the 
SRR for the years 1976-1950" was adopted in 1976. It outlines higher rates 
for the economy's development than vere established by directives of the llth 
RKP Congress. The accomplishment of an entire series of social programs to 
satisfy the demands of the population, in particular the development of ani- 
mal husbandry and the production of consumer goods, is also envisaged. A 
significant event in the life of the Romanian people was the 12th RKP Congress 
which took place in November 1979. 
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The leading force of social and politiess Life in the country te the Romanian 
— ** Mltee gore then °,990,000 people, 


/The Ceechosiovab Socialist Republie/ ie one of the moet lnduetrialiy develae 
e4 countries in the world Seeleiiel pre@uetion relations became predominant 
in Ceeehosiovekia in 1960. Rowever, in the course of socialist eonstruetion 
several errors were committed. Baploiting them, the enemies of soeleallen 
vith the support of laperiallel resection prepared « counterrevolutionary coup 
in the country Under theese conditions, Wareew Peet members rendered freter- 
Mei aeeletance to the workers of Ceeehoslowakia in the defense of soeleilet 
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A new party leotership wae elected at the i Plenum of the EPOh | Commun! 
Party of Ceechosiovakia! (1969), 









strated the vietory over the enemies of socielian. The 
(1976) outlines « program for the further building of «@ developed soe 
sotlety in the Ceechoslovak Seeiaiiet Republic. 


The directing and guiding force in the Croechosiovek Socialist Republic is 
the Communiet Party of Crechosiowakie. [te ranke sumber sore than 1.5 million 

















Tre Korean Workers Party comes forth as the leading foree of the Korean peo~ 
ple. ft unites more than ?.? wililon people. 


Profound socio-economic transformations are now occurring in the Aao Peoples 
Demoeratic blie/, A state seeteor ie being created and the banks have 
been nationalized. The private sector has been placed under the control of 
the state. Important work hae been done on restoring icon, improving 
the material etatue of the workers, and eliminating illiteracy. 


The organizing and guiding foree of the Laotian people is the Lao Peoples 
Revolutionary Party which stende on Marniet-Leninist positions. 


The situation with Chine ie different. The Peoples Republic of China was 
proclaimed on 1 Oetober 1949. During the firet years, profound democratic 
and soclaliet transformations were accomplished in China. Considering the 
tremendous requirements of the Chinese economy, the Soviet Union and other 
socialist estates delivered to China on a regular basie big lots of equipment 
sete, mechanians, machines, and industrial and construction materials and 
they offered credits. However, at the end of the 1950's, under pressure of 
the Maciet group the Chinese Communist Party accomplished « direct withdrawal 
from Marsienm-Leninicn. 





The policy of today's Beijing leaders is frankly directed against the major- 
ity of the socialist states. Purthermore, it is closing directly with the 
position of the gost extreme reaction in the entire vorld--from the militar- 
iete and enemies of detente in the Western countries to the racists of South 
Africa and Chile's fasciet rulers. This policy is not only absolutely for- 
eign to socialist principles and ideals , but in essence it became an important 
reserve of ion in ite struggle against socialien (see "Materialy 
EeV c'yeoda KPSE,” p 10). 


Beising’s feverish attempts to wreck detente, prevent disarmament, sow dis- 
trust and enmity between states, and ite striving to provoke 4 world war and 
warm ite hande in it iteelf are « great danger for 411 peace-loving peoples. 
“We decisively condemn the great-power, hegemonistic ideology and policy of 
the Maoists a¢ profoundly hostile to Marziem-Leniniem, the interests of so- 
cialien, and the cause of peace and the liberation of peoples,” it wae stated 
at the sli-union conference of ideological workers. “At the same time, we 
are Going everything that depends on us for the normalization of interstate 
relations with the [Peoples Republic of China] on the basis of principles 
of peaceful coexistence.” 


Tt is Sisco desirable to tell the students what is occurring in Albania. Prior 
to 1960 it conducted a friendly policy with respect to the USSP and other 
socialist countries. With the aid of the USSR, dozens of industrial enter- 
prises vere built in Albania which comprised the basis of its economy. How- 
ever, in 1960 the Albanian leadership stopped political, economic, and cul- 
tural collaboration with the Seviet Union. The CPSU and the Soviet govern- 
ment come out for the restoration of normal relations with Albania based on 
principles of Marzien-Leninien and socialist internationslisn. 








The experience in the development of the socialist countries testifies irre- 
futably to the fact that their successes in the building of socialiem are 

directly dependent on the strengthening of political, economic, and cultural 
ties between them, "In today's stormy world,” noted Comrade L. I. Breshnev 
at ceremonies in Berlin on the occasion of the GDR's 30th anniversary, “we-- 
the socialist commonvealth=-have reliable soil beneath our feet. We created 
it ourselves, attaining the steady progress of our economies, developing so~- 
Cialist democracy, ensuring the constant grovth in the well-being of our 

peoples, and strengthening our defense through common efforts. Our ties are 
deep and varied, and we are learning to cooperate ever better and better. 


“Socialist international iam is that political and moral force which gave us 
the opportunity to attain many victories in the struggle for peace and social 


progress." 


2, The 25th CPBU on the Further Strengthening of the Friendship and Collabo- 
ration of Socialiem's Fraternal Countries 


In examining the second question, one should present the estimate given by 
the 25th CPSU Congress concerning the USSR's relations with the countries of 
the socialist commonvealth and the role of the world socialist system in the 
contemporary world (see "Materialy XXV s'yesda KPSS," pp 5-11). Here, it is 
important to stress that in relations with the countries of socialisn 

the CPSU firmly follows the tested rule: to conduct matters in a spirit of 
gemyine equality and interest in the successes of one another and to work out 
decisions remembering not only national, but also international, interests. 





In its essence, in accordance vith the nature of the ties which unite the so- 
cialist countries, the world socialist system differs fundamentally from the 
world capitalist system. In the world capitalist system, the predominance 
of private property causes the predominance of social injustice and the cult 
of force--economic, politica., and military. The pursuit of profits and 
man's exploitation of man inevitably develop into the exploitation of some 
nations by others. This is why the world capitalist system was formed and 
developed in a fierce struggle between the states which form it by the sub- 
ordination and exploitation of weak countries by the strong, the enslavement 
of hundreds of millions of people, and the transformation of entire conti- 
nents into colenial appendages of the imperialist mother countries. 


In contrast to this, the world socialist system is created as a result of 
the destruction of all forms of exploitation and oppression. The contradic- 
tions between the public nature of production and the private-property appro- 
priation of the results of labor are being eliminated with the transition 
from capitalism to socialism. Classes which are interested in the exploita- 
tion of some nations by others are also being eliminated. In accordance vith 
this, conditions are being created for the establishment of genuinely fra- 
ternal relations between socialist countries and peoples. 


Thus, the world socialist system is a new type of economic and political re- 
lations between countries. The socialist countries have the same type of 
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economic basis-=-public ownership of the means of production, the same type 
of estate structure--the power of the people headed by the working classe, 4 
common ideology~-Marxiem-Leniniem, common intereste in the defense of revo-~ 
lutionary achievements and national independence against the encroachments 
of imperialiom's aggressive forces, and & common great goal--communian. 
This socio-economic and political community creates an objective basis for 
strong and friendly interstate ties in a socialist commonwealth. Complete 
equality, mutual respect of independence and sovereignty, fraternal mutual 
assistance and collaboration--these are the characteristic features of rela- 
tions between countries of the socialist commonvealth. In the world common- 
wealth of socialist countries, no one has or can have any special righte and 
privileges. 


The propagandist draws the conclusion that the combined forces of the frater- 
nal socialist countries reliably guarantee each socialist country against 
encroachments on the part of imperialist reaction. The solidarity of the 
socialist states in an harmonious family and their strongest unity and con- 
tinuously growing might ensure the victory of socialism and communiam vithin 
the framevork of our entire system. “The very foundation of our close col- 
laboration, ite living soul and guiding, organizing force,” it was stressed 
at the 25th CPSU Congress, "is, of course,the indestructible combat alliance 
of the /socialist countries’ communist parties/, the unity of their world 
I* unity of goale, and unity of will” ("Materialy XXV s'yesda KPss," 

p 7). 


The flourishing of each country of the socialist commonvealth is inseparably 
linked with the strengthening of their ideological-political unity, growing 
community in politics, the economy, and social life, and the development of 
fruitful, equitable collaboration in all spheres. “An example of such col- 
laboration,” it says in the decree of the CPSU Central Committee, "On the 
110th anniversary of the birth of Viadimir Il'ich Lenin,” "is the coopera- 
tion of the fraternal countries within the framework of the Warsaw Pact 
Organization and the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance which are based 
on the Lenin principles of international solidarity.” It is necessary that 
the propagandist throw light on this proposition. 


The goal of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance is the broad economic 
and scientific-technical collaboration on the basis of the consistent deep- 
ening and expansion of the international socialist division of labor in the 
interests of building socialism and communism and ensuring 4 firm peace in 
the entire world. Created in 1949, it now unites 10 socialist countries of 
Burope, Asia, and America: Bulgaria, Hungary, Vietnam, the GDR, Cuba, Mon- 
golia, Poland, Romania, the USSR, and Czechoslovakia. 


Since 1964, the Yugoslav Socialist Republic has been participating in the 
work of CEMA organs on questions of mutual interest. Upon the invitation 
of CEMA, representatives of the KNDR, Laos, Angola, and Fthiopia have also 
been participating in the Council as observers. On the basis of special in- 
vitations, its collaboration with Iraq, Mexico, and Finland is developing. 
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The 234 CEMA session satisfied the request of the government of the NDRI 
[Peoples Democratic Republic of Yemen] and, henceforth, a representative of 
democratic Yemen will participate as an observer, The Peoples Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Guiana, Columbia, and a number of other countries 
have also expressed the desire to cooperate with CEMA, 


The increasing international authority of CEMA is indicated by the partici- 
pation of representatives of Angola, Afghanistan, the Peoples Democratic 
Republic of Yemen, Iraq, Lace, Mosambique, Mexico, Ethiopia, and Finland in 
ite 234 session which was devoted to the Council's 30th anniversary. 


In April 1969, a decision on the development of the "Integrated program for 
the further deepe.ing and improvement of collaboration and the development 

of socialist economic integration of the CEMA member countries” was adopted 
at the 2Meession of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance. This pro- 
gram was adopted by the 25th CEMA session in July 1971. It encompasses long- 
term joint measures by the CEMA countries in the field of material production, 
sclence and technology, and foreign trade, and it outlines an integrated, 
more rational, solution of the most important problems in economic and 
scientific-technical collaboration by the CEMA member countries. 


The socialist commonvealth has become the most dynamic economic force in the 
world in a brief historical period. During 1950-1978, the CEMA countries 
considerably surpassed the states of the Buropean Economic Community ("Com- 
mon Market") in rates of growth of national income and in rates of growth of 
industrial production (see graphs) [not reproduced]. The share of the fra- 
ternal socialist countries on a world scale for industrial production rose 
in 30 years from 18 percent to approximately one third, and for national in- 
come from 15 to 25 percent. Their joint industrial power is greater that 
that of the United States and of the states of Western Burope taken together. 


The advantages of a socialirt economy and economic integration protect the 
CEMA member countries against the serious consequences of economic disorders 
and crises which plague the world capitalist economy. The CEMA countries 
proved to be the only industrially developed zone in the world which avoided 
those serious blows which the energy crisis is inflicting on the capitalist 


economy. 


The development of the economy and the economic collaboration of the CEMA 
member countries led to a grovth in their mutual trade. Their achievements 
are also impressive in the field of agricultural production. 


Next, the leader of the lessons tells about the other main directions in the 
development and deepening of the collaboration of the fraternal socialist 
countries. This is the further improvement of political collaboration. It 
found expression in the renewal of bilateral allied treaties and regular 
mutual visits of party-government delegations in the course of which results 
are summed up and tasks for the development of interstate ties for the forth- 
coming period are determined. 
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The systematic contacts of the leaders of the fraternal parties and countries 
are an important means serving the strengthening of socialiam's positions. 
During meetings at the highest level--bilateral and multilateral --informa- 
tion te exchanged on the experience of socialist and communist construction, 
on the course of party building, theoretical and ideological-indoctrination- 
al work, and on the development of Lhe economies and the implementation of 
social policy. These meetings, as Comrade lL. I. Breshnev noted at the 25th 
CPSU Congress, "permit us to consult on 411 important problems which arise, 
to share our joye and and sorrows with each other, as they say, and to plan 
vay for our furthe: forward movement jointly" ("Waterialy XXV s'yesda KPSS, 
p 9). 


An important role in the common practice of mutual relations is played by 
traditional friendly meetings and talke in the Crimea between Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev and the leaders of the socialist commonvealth's parties and states. 
The repeated exchange of opinions on a broad range of international prob- 
lems which took place in the course of the Crimean meetings confirms the re- 
solve of the fraternal socialist countries to coordinate closely in the fu- 
ture, too, in the struggle to attain common goals which meet both the nation- 
al interests of each of them and the common international interests of the 
entire socialist commonwealth. 


As was noted at the 25th CPSU Congress, thanks to the unity, solidarity, and 
mutual support, in the last five-year plan the socialist countries succeeded 
in accomplishing important tasks and accomplishing that for which they had 
struggled for a long time (see "Materialy XXV s'yezda KPSS," pp 6-7). First 
of all, one should mention the victory which was won by the Vietnamese peo- 
ple. Right after Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia won freedom. An outstanding 
result of the combined efforts of the socialist states was the universal re- 
cognition of the German Democratic Republic and its entry into the United 
Nations and the confirmation of the inviolability of the western borders of 
the GDR, Poland, and Czechoslovakia on an international scale. Socialism 
was firmly established on Cuban soil. It is also necessary to stress the 
exceptionally important significance, for the fates of peace in the entire 
world, which is had by the new Soviet initiative on problems of military 
detente and disarmament and which was presented by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in- 
speech at ceremonies in Berlin on the occasion of the GDR's 30th anniversary. 


In recent years, the ideological collaboration of socialism's fraternal coun 
tries received a broad scope. It finds its embodiment in th joint develop- 
ment of Marxist-Leninist theory and in the joint efforts of party, state, 
and public organizations of the fraternal socialist countries vith the goal 
of molding a scientific world outlook among the broad masses of workers and 
in the interests of their communist indoctrination, as well as of the soli- 
darity of forces in the struggle against bourgeois and opportunistic ideolo- 
ay and the theory and policy of Maciem. "All this,” it was stressed at the 
25th CPSU Congress, “helps to raise the level of ideological-indoctrination- 
al work in each of our parties and to enter the ideological competition of 
the two social systems more successfully” ("Materialy XXV s'y: “>38, 

p 10). The decree of the CPSU Central Committee, "On further ..,  ement « 
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ideological and political-indoctrinational work,” pointe wit» new force to 
the necessity to expand and deepen the ideological collaboration of the CPSU 
with the fraternal parties even further. 


One should note the growing mutual influence of the socialist countries. 
The exchange of cultural valuables never attained such « high lewel in any 
one group of states as in the countries of the socialist commonwealth. 


The strengthening of the might of the socialist countries and their successe 
in the development of science, the economy, and culture are having 4 favor- 
able effect on the struggle of the proletariat and their allies in the capi- 
talist and developing countries. By the very fact of ite existence and ites 
victories in the competition with capitaliem, real socialiaem is forcing the 
ruling classes of the capitalist states to make certain concessions to the 
vorking masses in their countries and thereby facilitates their struggle for 
better working conditions, for an increase in wages, and for the expansion 
of social rights. 


Coming in contact with the nonsocialist world, the socialist community is 
contributing to making the revolutionary forces in them more active and 
creating favorable conditions for the further development of the peoples’ 
struggle for their national liberation and social progress. 


3. Defend the Security, Peaceful Labor of the Soviet People, and Socialisn's 
Great Achievements Reliably 


In disclosing the content of the third question, it is important to note that 
Vv. I. Lenin repeatedly pointed to the necessity for the armed defense of so- 
cialiem's achievements. He said that the peoples who had chosen the social- 
ist path of development “absolutely need a close military and economic al- 
liance..."” and that “in standing against the tremendous front of the imperi- 
alist powers we, who are st.vuggling against imperialism, are an alliance 
which requires close military solidarity.... We say: the unity of militery 
forces is necessary, deviation from this unity is —— * ("Polnoye 
sobraniye sochineniy” [Complete Works), Vol 40, pp 46, 986-99). 


The Lenin ideas on close military collaboration determine the basic direc- 
tions of the military policy of the communist and workers parties. Force 

is also needed for the defense of the socialist achievements, in which 
regard, great force, stressed Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. This is why the CPSU, 
just as the other fraternal parties, is constantly concerned about the 
steady grovth in the defensive power of the socialist states and about their 
close collaboration in the field of defense (see "Na strazhe mira i 
soteializma” [Standing Guard over Peace and Socialism), p 198. 


Despite detente, mankind is not insured against imperialist military adven- 
tures. The class, aggressive essence of imperialism has not changed. In 
the world of capital the political, economic, scientific, and spiritual life 
of society are subordinated more and more to the insatiable war machine of 
imperialisn. 
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Soviet Union and the other socialist states have come forth and are con- 
for checking the arms race, for outlawing the develop- 
hev weapons of masse destruction, and for the complete cessation of 
nuclear weapons. The fact that mankind has been spared from vorld 
four decades already is the greatest service of socialiam and the 


f the planet's peace-loving forces. 


international situation is developing in such a way that the 
he socialist commonwealth's countries, the national-liberation 
and all peace-loving forces must apply even greater efforte to 
sharp resistance of peaceful coexistence's enemies, including 
industrial complex of the United States. Despite the will and 
nterests of the peoples, the NATO bosses decided to emplace about 600 
rican medium range ballistic missiles in a number of countries of 
Burope and to convert it into a launch site for American nuclear 
directed at the Soviet Union. Therefore, the Communist Party and 
the Soviet government are combining the struggle for peace and international 
security vith constant vigilance as regards the intrigues of imperialiam's 
reactionary forces. 
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The Marxist-Leninist parties of the fraternal socialist countries are devot- 
ing special attention to the further improvement of the Warsaw Pact Organi- 
tation. It differs fundamentally from the imperialists’ military alliances 
in ite nature, goals, and missione. “We created this commonvealth,” noted 
Comrade L. I. Breshnev, “primarily to oppose the threat of imperialicm and 
the aggressive military blocs which it created and so as to defend the cause 
of socialism and peace with common forces” ("Na strazhe mira i sotsializma,” 
p 267). Thus, in contrast to imperfalist military blocs which serve aggres- 
sive goals, /the Warsaw Pact is a truly defensive organization/. 


Collaboration within the framework of the Warsaw Pact introduced much that 
is new into the practice of gutual relations of the socialist countries and 
permitted intensifying the influence of socialism on world development. The 
most important component part of the mechanism for the political collabora- 
tion of the Warsaw Pact's participating states is the Political Consultative 
Committee (PKK). PKK conferences are conducted upon mutual arrangement in 
the capitals of the fraternal countries in turn. As a rule, they take place 
at the highest party-political level. In the PKK, all questions are discus- 
sed and resolved on the basis of complete equality, the mutual respect of 
its participants’ interests and opinions, and the mandatory common agreement 
of the parties. 


At its sessions, the PKK examines general political problems and resolves 
questions connected with the strengthening of the socialist commonvealth's 
defensive capability. All the most important decisions which pertain to the 
Combined Armed Forces are vorked out by the Political Consultative Committee. 


At the November (1978) meeting of the Political Consultative Committee in 
Moscow the participating states of the Yarsaw Pact declared that they are 
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doing everything so that mankind will enter the 2lst century under conditions 
of a firm peace. 


The Committee of Foreign Ministers of the Warsaw Pact's participating states 
ie making an important contribution to the coordination of the foreign policy 
efforte of socialiem's fraternal countries. The last meeting of this commit- 
tee took place in Berlin last December. 


Stepping forth firmly and consistently for the strengthening of the peace and 
security of the peoples, the Warsaw Pact states are expanding and deepening 
collaboration in the field of defense. The Committee of Defense Ministers, 
the Combined Command, and the Military Council of the Combined Armed Forces 
are operating successfully. Joint exercises and maneuvers conducted in ac- 
cordance vith the plans of the Combined Command are playing an 

role in strengthening this collaboration. Problems in troop coordination and 
their control during the conduct of operations ere worked out on these exer- 
cises and the might of contemporary military equipment and the ability of 
the allied armies to function under any conditions are checked. 





An important direction in the military collaboration of socialiem's frater- 
nal countries is the expansion of mutual assistance in equipping our armies 
with the latest combat equipment and weapons. In this connection, their co- 
ordinated actions in the field of military policy, coordination of scientific 
research and test-design vork, and the exchange of scientific-technical 
achievements are acquiring ever more important significance. 


The mutual assistance of the fraternal socialist countries in the training 
of military personnel is expanding. The mutual exchange of experience in 
military organizational development, combat training, the instruction and 
indoctrination of the troops, and party-political work is taking place. 


The indoctrination of armed forces personnel and the entire population of the 
fraternal socialist countries in a spirit of socialist internationalism is a 
significant contribution to the cause of the further strengthening of our 
commonvealth's defensive might. The strong combat alliance, monolithic soli- 
darity, and indestructible friendship of the socialist commonvealth's coun- 
tries are the force which reliably ensures their security. 


The workers of the socialist commonvealth's countries and their armies are 
strengthening and developing comprehensively the friendly ties with the 
Soviet people and their Armed Forces. The peoples and servicemen of the 
socialist commonvealth's countries see the guarantee of ensuring the security 
of their borders and the attainment of new victories in the struggle for 
peace and in the building of socialism and communism in this international 
friendship. 


True to the behests of the great Lenin and brought up in a spirit of bound- 


less devotion to the Communist Party and the socialist motherland, the men 
of our Armed Forces are standing vigilant guard over socialism's achievemerts. 
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The last training year of 1979 was 4 new step forward for them in the subse- 
quent increasing of combat readiness and the quality of combat training. 
Field, air, and sea ability of the personnel increased noticeably and skill 
in the mastery of combat equipment and weapons was raised. High indices in 
socialist competition were attained. Many subunits, unite, and ships reached 
the position of the outstanding. 


The Soviet servicemen are striving to mark the 110th anniversary of V. I. 
Lenin's birth, the 35th anniversary of our victory in the Great Patriotic 
War, and the 25th anniversary of the Warsaw Pact with new successes in com- 
bat training and service. This found expression in the broad scope of social- 
ist competition which is being conducted in the new training year under the 
slogan: /Implement the Lenin beheste in a sacred manner, improve combat and 
political training, increase vigilance, always be ready for the defense of 
the motherland and socialiem's great achievements."/ It is the duty of each 
serviceman to make his contribution to the accomplishment of the socialist 
obligations which have been assumed by the subunit, unit, or ship and to de- 
velop the qualities of the skillful and brave defender of the motherland, 
patriot, and internationalist. 


/During the hours for self-study/ the students study the works of V. I. 
Lenin: “Theses for the 24 Congress of the Communist International" ("Polnaye 
sobraniye sochineniy,” Vol 41, pp 163-164), * h on Closing the Confer- 
ence on 28 May" ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy,” Vol 43, pp 340-341); 
"Konstituteiya (Osnovnoy Zakon) Soyuza Sovetskikh Sotsialisticheskikh 
Respublik” = Constitution (Basic Lav) of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics) (Article 30); the report by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, "Report of 
the CPSU Central Committee and the Next Tasks of the Party in the Field of 
Domestic and Foreign Policy" ("Materialy XXV s'yerda KPSS," pp 5-11, 83); 
textbooks for itical lessons, "Wa strazhe Rodiny” [Standing Guard over 
the Motherland), (Voyenizdat, 1978, Chapters 5, 6, and 10) and "Mir segodnya” 
(The World Today], (Voyenizdat, 1979, pp 30-76). 


It is expedient to discuss the following questions fn the seminar/: 1. The 
formation of the world socialist system. 2. The successes of the fraternal 
socialist countries in the field of domestic and foreign policy. 3. The 
socialist commonvealth--the most important factor in mankind's social pro- 
gress. 4, The 25th CPSU Congress on the further strengthening of the de- 
fensive might, friendship, and collaboration of the countries of the social- 
ist commonvealth. 


LITERATURE FOR PROPAGANDISTS 


1. Lenin, Vv. I. “Theses for the 24 Congress of the Communist Internation- 


—3 "Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy” [Complete Works], Vol 41, pp 162- 
165. 


2. Lenin, Vv. I. “Speech on —- the Conference on 25 May. Tenth All- 
Russian Conference of the RKP(b)" (Russian Communist Party (of Bolsheviks)’. 
"“Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy,” Vol 43, pp 340-341. 
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3. "“Programma Kommunisticheskoy partii Sovetskogo Soyusa" [Program of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union], Politisdat, 1976, Part I, Section 


4, "Konetituteiya (Osnovnoy Zakon) Soyuza Sovetskikh Sotsialisticheskikh 
Respubdlik"” [Constitution (Basic Law) of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics), Part 4. 


5. “On the 110th Anniversary of the Birth of Viadimir Il'ich Lenin." 
Decree of the CPSU Central Committee. PRAVDA, 16 December 1979. 


6. Breshnev, L. I. “Report of the CPSU Central Committee and the Next 
Tasks of the Party in the Field of Domestic and Foreign Policy." 
"Materialy XXV s'yezda KPSS" [Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress), 
PP 5-ll, 3. 


7. Breshnev, L. I. “Wa strazhe mira i sotsializma" [Standing Guard Over 
Peace and Socialism). Politizdat, 1979, pp 442-449, 533-539, 599-604. 





8. Brezhnev, L. I. "Speech at Ceremonies in Berlin on the Occasion of the 
GDR's 30th Ann. versary.” PRAVDA, 7 October 1979. 


9. Breshnev, L. I. "Speech at the November (1979) Plenum of the CPSU 
Central Committee." PRAVDA, 28 November 1979. 


10. “O dal'neyshem uluchshenii ideologicheskoy, politiko-vospitatel 'noy 
raboty" (On Further Improvement of Ideological and Political-Indoctrina- 
tional Work). Decree of the CPSU Central Committee. Politizdat, 1979. 


ll. Ustinov, D. F. "60 let na strazhe zavoyevaniy Velikogo Oktyabrya. 
Izbrannyye rechi i stat'i" [Sixty Years On Guard over the Achievements 
of the Great October. ‘Selected Speeches and Articles). Politizdat, 
1979, pp 22-40. 


12. Ustinov, D. F. “Military Detente--the Call of the Times." PRAVDA, 25 
October 1979. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 


6367 
cso: 1801 


46 

















POLITICAL TRAINING: BENEFITS OF DETENTE REVIEWED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 1, Jan 80 signed to press 
18 Dec 79 pp 84-86 


pa by “An Observer": "Protect and Increase the Fruits of Detente: A 
Review" 


[Text] "Time behind us, time before us, but we have none"--this is a saying 
whose wisdom cannot be denied. And although, figuratively speaking, time 
flows from the future into the past, it by no means follows from this that 
the present is only some elusive instant something like the frame of a mo- 
tion picture film. The dialectics of life and of historical development al- 
so consist of always feeling the “connection of the times" and not letting 
it disintegrate. In other words, in accomplishing current tasks of the mo- 
ment, it is also necessary to see what has already been done and covered and 
what lies ahead. 


A unique “bridge” between the past and the future is the new-year's dates. 
For the Soviet people, the midnight striking of the Kremlin chimes serves 

as the signal for deep thoughts--about time and about oneself. In wishing 
happiness for one's close ones, prosperity for the motherland, and peace for 
mankind, and in making plans for the coming 12 months, we always stand on the 
ground of what has been attained and take into consideration the achievements 
of the past year, its plusses and minuses. 


The year 1979 was not easy, at times difficult, but on the whole fruitful-- 
both in the plan of our country's internal development and from the view- 
point of the successes of its course in foreign policy which is directed 
toward the further strengthening of the positions of world socialism, sup- 
port of the peoples’ revolutionary-liberation struggle, the deepening of in- 
ternational detente, restraining thr -- race, and suppressing the actions 
of imperialism and its accomplices. 


The year which has passed, the fourth ye. of the jubilee Tenth Five-Year 
Plan, has inscribed an appreciable page in the history of the Soviet state. 
One more big step has been taken in the practical realization of the Party's 
economic and social strategy. "It can be noted with satisfaction,” said 
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Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at the November (1979) Plenum of the CPSU Central Com- 
mittee, “that from the beginning of the five-year plan, in realising the de- 
cisions of the 25th CPSU Congress, we moved considerably forward in the de- 
velopment of the national economy, in a further rise in the people's material 
and cultural standard of living, and in strengthening the defensive capability 
of our motherland." 


Figures and facts tell convincingly about the gigantic scope of the Soviet 
people's creative labor. More than 500 billion rubles have been invested in 
the national economy over four years. This permitted renovating almost a 
third of and subsequently expanding fixed production capital. About 1,000 new 
big industrial enterprises have been put into operation. Among them are such 
industrial giants as the Sayano-Shushenskaya GES, the Kama Automobile Plant, 
and "Atommash" [expansion unknown]. ‘The constellation of nuclear electric 
power stations became even brighter. New centers for the extraction and 
refining of ofl grew up. The routes of of] and gas lines stretched over tre- 
mendous distances. Fifteen hundred kilometers of steel track have been laid 
on the “construction site of the age"--the Baykal-Amur Main Line. 


Our motherland occupied first place in the world for the extraction of many 
types of fuel and raw materials, for the production of cast iron, steel, 
cement, and mineral fertilizer, and for a whole series of other indices. In 
the past year of this five-year plan in comparison with the corresponding 
period of the preceding five-year plan the increase in national income was 
323 billion rubles, in industrial production--600 billion rubles, and in 
agricultural production--40 billion rubles. The life of the workers became 
richer materially and spiritually with an increase in the country's economic 
capabilities. 


Supported by the positions which have been von, under the leadership of the 
Leninist party the Soviet people are initiating a struggle for the accomplia- 
ment of the state plan for the economic and social development of the USSR 
for 1960. This plan, which was approved by the Plenum of the CPSU Central 
Committee and ratified by the second session of the USSR Supreme Soviet, 10th 
convocation, calls for the concentration of forces on such key sectors as 
energy, transportation, and ferrous and nonferrous metallurgy. Agriculture 
will receive much machinery and fertilizer. Large sums are being directed 

to the light and food industries. High rates of residential construction are 
being maintained. The real income of the population is growing and its 
demand for a number of commodities will be better satisfied. Foreign eco- 
nomic ties with the CEMA countries as well as with other states will expand. 


The accomplishment of national-economic tasks of the current year and the 
present five-year plan as a whole will serve as a reliable base for the next, 
Eleventh, Five-Year Plan and for the Soviet country's successful advance along 
the path of building communism's material and technical base. The party's 
call to mark the approaching 110th anniversary of V. I. Lenin's birth in a 
worthy manner and to transform the year 1980 into a year of shock work, of 
work in the Lenin manner, found a warm response in the hearts of the Soviet 


people. 
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v. I. Lenin always considered the national and international tasks of 4 so- 
cialist country in their inseparable unity. He saw the duty of the Soviet 
atate in the fact that while building a new life for iteelf, it renders 
fraternal support to the revolutionary-liberation movement in other countries. 
Our party and our peopleare true to the Lenin ideas of class solidarity. 


"The CPSU," it states in the decree of the CPSU Central Committee, "On the 
110th anniversary of the birth of Viedimir Tl'ich Lenin,” “carries high the 
Lenin banner of proletarian internationaliam and comes forth for the solidar- 
ity of the international communist and workers movement and for the unity of 
actions of all anti-imperialist and peace-loving forces." 


Real socialiam--the offspring of the October and other socialist revolutions 
which followed it--won firm positions and was transformed into the decisive 
factor of vorlddevelopment. The socialist states introduced new, hitherto 
unprecedented principles and norms engendered by the ideology of the commun- 
ists and the great and noble goals of their struggle. Complete equality and 
respect for sovereignty, voluntary solidarity, close cooperation in the world 
arena, mutually advantageous collaboration and mutual assistance--these are 
the components of socialist international relations. They are embodied in 
bilateral ties of fraternal countries as well as in the activity of their 
collective organizations--the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance and the 
Warsav Pact. 


Historical experience confirmed the rightness of the Lenin thought about the 
necessity for the closest alliance of peoples who have chosen the path of 
socialism. The political and economic solidarity of the socialist countries 
multiplies the strength and might of each of them and provides the opportuni- 
ty to make more complete use of the advantages of the socialist organization 
of public life, reliably defend revolutionary achievements, and achieve a 
radical improvement in the international climate. 


In the last year, the CEMA countries marked the 30th anniversary of their 
organization which embodied Lenin's idea of “the workers’ international coopera- 
tion.” They came to this jubilee with outstanding achievements. The advan- 
tages of the socialist method of production, multiplied by the gain from in- 
tegration, led to a new, noticeable change in the correlation of forces in 
the vorld arena in favor of socialism. If back in 1960 the CEMA countries 
vere inferior to the "Common Market" countries in volumes of production for 
@ number of important types of industrial products, now they surpass the 
European Economic Community one and a half fold in the production of electric 
power, steel, cement, fabrics and approximately two and a half fold in the 
production of mineral fertilizer. In 1950, the share of the CEMA countries 
in vorld industrial production was about 19 percent, and now it is almost 
one third. 


The start of CEMA's fourth decade of existence was marked by an extremely im- 
event--the completion of working out a complex of long-term program 
goals for collaboration in the key branches of material production fora period 
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most important step which was ever undertaken in the name of curbing the 
nuclear arme race. The United States vaeciliated considerably and made many 
sig-sage in the course of vorking it out. But in the end, this document is 
& reasonable compromise and « carefully weighed balance of the interests of 
the two biggest nuclear powers. The Soviet Union attaches primary signifi- 
eanee to the fact that simultaneously with the signing of the SALT~? treaty, 
the parties agreed to continue talke in the course of which they, following 
the prinei of equality and equal security, would attain significant and 
substantial reduetione in the number of strategic weapone and their qualita- 
tive limitations, It is important, of course, that on the road to SALT-~3 
HO artificial obstacies arise and that the efforts and confidence be mutual. 


Vafortunately, it ie necessary to state that the verbal acknowledgements of 
the necessity to expand and deepen detente by the U. 5. leaders clearly dif- 
fer from their practical actions. For there is direct evidence of an in- 
crease in the aggressiveness of the NATO bloe in which the United States sets 
the tone and of an increase in the activity of American imperialiem's #ili- 
tary preparations in various regione of the vorld. 


Por the present, the SALT-2 Treaty is wandering through the labyrinths of the 
American Senate awaiting ratification and the U. &. military-industrial com- 
plex ie doing ite work: « program for the development of the "MX" mobile 
missile system is being implemented; since last October, “Trident” nuclear 
submarines have begunto join the fleet's combat forces; tests of cruise mis- 
siles with @ range of action of 2,600 kilometers which have been prepared for 
acceptance in the inventory are being completed; the "Minuteman" interconti- 
nenteal missiles are being prepared for the replacement of their nuclear var- 
heade by more powerful ones, and weapons of mass destruction which are based 
on new operating principles are being developed intensively. 


Mecussions concerning the expediency of launching « “preventive strike under 
certain circumstances” using strategic weapons against military objectives on 
the territory of the Goviet Union have become more lively recently in the 
United States. Pood for such discussions is provided by the military pro- 
grams vhich are being worked out in the depths of the Pentagon. Thus, the 
head of this department, #. Brown, declared openly that the goal of the 
United States is ensuring NATO's military superiority over the Warsaw Pact 
states by the widdle of the 1990's. Here it should be defined more accurate- 
ly that be is talking about nuclear superiority vhich places at the disposal 
of the United States “the ial for guaranteed destruction.” Standing 
behind the assertion that the entire world is entering NATO's sphere of 
interest” are specific plans and studies of war directed against the USSR 

and ite allies and the expansionist and hegemonistic policy of imperialiem's 
reactionary circles. 


last December, President J. Carter announced a program for the further build- 
up of the United States’ military efforts. He reported that military expen- 
ditures in the 1981 fiscal year will exceed 157 billion dollars, which is al- 
moet 20 billion dollars more than the military appropriations initially re- 
quested by the American administration for fiscal year 1980. 
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Plane for the emplacement of new American medium range weapons systems which 
are intended for the accomplishment of strategic missions on the territory 
of @ number of Western Buropean countries are especially dangerous. 


Just what ie motivating these planes? Without troubling iteelf with proof, 
the NATO leadership refers to an imaginary "lagging" of this aggressive bloc 
behind the member states of the Warsaw Pact in many types of weapons, to 
— disproportions” in medium range weapons, and to the increase in 
the litary threat" to Western Burope on the part of the Soviet Union. 

None of these arguments are new and they have nothing in common with real ity. 


Remaining on the ground of facts, no one can reproach the Soviet Union for a 
shortage of efforts to deepen detente and strengthen the foundations of Buro- 
pean security. All the defensive measures which have been undertaken in the 
USSR in recent years in no way contradict the spirit of the Helsinki under- 
standings. They were accomplished with consideration of the circumstance 
that the basis of contemporary international development and the foundation 
of detente is the approximate balance of forces between the USSR and the 
United States as well as between the Warsaw Pact and NATO. Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev declared authoritatively that during the last 10 years the number 
of medium range nuclear weapon carriers on the territory of the Buropean 
part of the Soviet Union had not been increased by one missile or by one air- 
plane. On the contrary, their number even decreased. 


It is worthwhile remembering the following noteworthy fact. When, at one 
time, a freeze was proposed to the western powers on the level of combat 
forces including, of course, nuclear weapons existing in Central Europe for 
the period of the Vienna talks on the reduction of armed forces and armaments 
in that region, a negative reply followed. Why, one can ask. Well, evident- 
ly, because the leaders of NATO and, primarily, of the United States are 
actually interested not so much in a reduction in armaments as in building 
up American nuclear forces cn European soil. 


During the last decade, the NATO military machine has been noticeably renewed 
and its might has increased. The number of nuclear warheads in its Buropean 
arsenals has doubled. More than 3 million men are under arms. The U. S. Air 
Force, which is capable of launching nuclear strikes against various targets 
(ineluding those on the territory of the USSR), has been modernized. The 
number of American troops stationed in Europe has increased. Furthermore, 
tremendous reserves of veapons and equipment intended for equipping divisions 
which may be transported across the ocean with the emergence of “crisis situa- 
tions” are being established on the territory of the Western European states. 
And now, despite the will and vital interests of the peoples the NATO ring- 
leaders, under pressure from Washington, decided at the December session of 
the leading organs of this aggressive bloc to place about 600 new American 
medium range missiles in a number of countries of Western Burope. Behind 

all this one can see clearly not only attempts to change the strategic situa- 
tion on the continent, but also the striving to deflect the threat of a re- 
sponsive nuclear strike away from the territory of the United States, shift- 
ing it in considerable measure to the territory of Western Burope. 
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In point of fact, the peoples of the Buropean continent are facing 4 choice, 
The choice is reduced to the following: Burope will either follow the path 
of a further increase in the arms race and 4 return to the times of the "cold 
war," or else the path for a further deepening of detente, stopping the arms 
race, and strengthening collective security. The former path 16 being im- 
posed on the Buropeans by the aggressive circles of the United States and 
the NATO leadership. The latter path is advocated by the USER, other coun- 
tries of the socialist commonwealth, and all peace-loving forces of the con- 
tinent. The reasonableness and vital necessity of thie latter path were 
profoundly substantiated by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in his speech in Berlin 
and in other recent speeches. 


The proposals advanced by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in the name of the Soviet 
Union and the other countries of the socialist commonwealth in combination 
comprise an integral, profoundly substantiated program for strengthening 
peace in Burope. These proposals are convincing evidence of our peaceful 
disposition and good will. At the same time, they demonstrate the strength 
of socialism's international positions and its confidence in its forces 

and capabilities. 


The point of departure of the program which is being proposed to the peoples 
of all Burope by the socialist commonwealth consists of the necessity to con- 
tinue and deepen political detente and to supplement it with military detente. 
In other words, the Soviet Union and its allies are ready to follow the 
course, together with all the peoples of the continent and with the peoples 

of the United States and Canada, which was worked out in Helsinki and has al- 
ready permitted significant advancement toward the desired goal--a strong 
peace in Burope. At the same time, the USSR is putting forth new initiatives 
which meet the tasks of the day. 


The socialist program for strengthening peace in Burope encompasses all as- 
pects of military detente: a reduction in nuclear and conventional arma- 


ments, implementation of measures of confidence, and so forth. Four most 
important elements are clearly distinguished in this program. First, they 
point to meffective way to reduce the number of nuclear veapons on Buropean 
soil. As noted in the Joint communique on the results of the official visi* 
of friendship to the GDR by a Soviet party-government delegation, “the Sovi - 
Union, as a gesture of good will, is ready to reduce the number of medium 
range nuclear weapons deployed in the western regions of the USSR unilateral- 
ly in comparison vith the present level under the condition that no additional 
medium range nuclear veapons will be placed in Western Burope.” Thus, the 
Soviet state expresses its readiness to accomplish an act of great militery- 
political significance in the name of preventing a new round in the arms race. 
At the same time, it proposes the immediate undertaking of talks relative to 
a reduction of medium range nuclear veapons located in Burope. 


The second element of our peace program is contained in the well-known pro- 
posal of the Warsaw Pact countries to all participants in the all-Buropean 
conference to refrain from being the first to employ nuclear as well as non- 
nuclear veapons against one another. For its part, the Soviet Union declared 
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Clearly: it will never employ nuclear weapons against those states which 
refrain from the production and acquisition of such weapons and do not have 
them on their territory. As Comrade L. I. Brezhnev pointed out, "we would 
be ready to draw up the corresponding obligations with any interested state." 


The third element concerns a reduction in conventional weapons. As ia known, 
the Soviet Union adopted a decision (by agreement with the leadership of the 
GDR and after consultations with other Warsaw Pact participants) to reduce 
unilaterally the number of Soviet troops in Central Burope. We are speaking 
of the withdrawal of up to 20,000 Soviet servicemen, thousands of tanks, and 
a certain amount of other military equipment from the territory of the GDR 
to the territory of the Soviet Union over a period of 12 months following 
last October. Unquestionably, this step is a real impetus for the Vienna 
talks which have reached a dead end through the fault of the Western powers. 


Finally, the fourth element of our program of peace for Burope consists of 
the proposal to the Western powers to undertake measures directed toward the 
strengthening of confidence. Specifically, we are speaking about the pro- 
cedure for notifying about military exercises, about the mutual rejection of 
the conduct of such exercises with the participation of more than 40,000- 
50,000 men by the countries of the Warsaw Pact and NATO, and about informing 
each other ahead of time not only about military exercises, but also about 
movements of ground forces numbering more than 20,000 men. Other previously 
made proposals of the socialist countries concerning notification about 

big exercises by air and naval forces and so forth also remain in effect. 
The realization of these proposals would contribute to a relaxation of ten- 
sion and a reduction of the military danger in Europe. 


Thus, we have available a complex of constructive ideas and measures having 
fundamental political significance both for today and for the future. Their 
realization, in the opinion of the Soviet Union, would open the opportunity 
to prevent a new take-off ir the arms race, follow the path of real disarma- 
ment, and preserve and increase the fruits of detente and peaceful coexis- 
tence. All the peoples on our planet would gain from the strengthening of 
detente in Burope. 


The Soviet Union's peaceful initiatives caused a broad international re- 
sponse. Political and state figures and progressive public opinion of many 
countries responded favorably to them. All those who know their responsibil- 
ity for the cause of peace must agree with the fact that now it is exception- 
ally important to see that no hasty actions are undertaken which could conm- 
plicate the situation and hamper the attainment of favorable results in ad- 
vancing along the road of detente. 


In expressing the will of the Soviet people, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev declared 
on 7 November 1979: "The international situation is now such that it re- 
quires actual steps in restraining the arms race and in strengthening confi- 
dence between peoples, between states, rather than general words on peace 
and disarmament. It is namely from specific deeds which approach this goal 
that the peoples will judge the policy of governments, parties, and state 
and public figures. 
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"As regards the Soviet Union, together with the fraternal socialist countries 
it ie making and will make ite large contribution to the strengthening of 
peace. We are ready for nev, constructive talke and new practical steps if 
others respond in the same manner." 


Socialist foreign policy, which follows from the very essence of the new sys- 
tem, was, is, and will be a policy of peace and brotherhood of peoples, a 
policy of equitable collaboration. There is nothing falser than than the 
myth of the "Soviet military threat" which is being blown about by imperial- 
ist and Beijing propaganda. Militarists of every stripe are covering their 
own hegemonistice, aggressive goale using thie malicious fiction. 


The past year is saturated with events which testify to the invincibility of 
the world revolutionary process. The chain of imperialist dominance has been 
broken and the people of Nicaragua and Grenada have chosen the path of inde- 
pendent development. Powerful mass actions swept away the shah's regime in 
Iran. Racist regimes in South Africa are at the point of collapse. The strue- 
gling peoples and liberated countries see their reliable and natural ally in 
real socialism. This was clearly shown by the conference of unaligned 


nations which took place in Havana, capital of the first socialist state in 
America. 


The coming year is opening up new horizons before the Soviet country. It 
will be the year of the 110th anniversary of the great Lenin's birth. It 
will be the year of the 35th anniversary of the victory over fasciem and the 
“silver anniversary" of the Warsaw Pact Organization. It will be the year of 
direct preparations for our party's 26th Congress. There is no doubt that 
these events will be marked by new victories of our people in communist con- 
struction and in the struggle for the cause of peace and progress on the en- 
tire planet. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennikh S11", 1980 
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POLITICAL TRAINING: CRITICISM FOLLOW-UP REPORT 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 1, Jan 50 signed to presse 
18 Dec 79 p 96 


[Article: "In the Tracke of the Journal's Articles") 


[Text] A report by Colonel 8. Voronov, "Idling..." was published in issue 
No 20 of KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL for 1979. It discussed shortcomings 
and omissions in the organization, content, and procedure for the conduct 
of political lessons in the N-th unit. 


The editors received a letter from the large unit's chief of the political 
section. He reports that the article "Idling..." was discussed at a meet- 
ing in the political section with all political officers of the large unit 
and at a meeting of command personnel, at a session of the party bureau, 
and at « seminar of political lesson group leaders of the N-th unit. 


A conference was conducted with unofficial iste on ways to reise 

the quality and effectiveness of political lessons in light of the party's 
requirements and the instruc*‘ons of the Soviet minister of defense and the 
chief of the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Armed Forces. The work 
of the lecture group was made more active. Command personnel began to be 
more involved in giving lectures. 





Concern is being manifested for the improvement of seminars vith political 
lesson group leaders. A considerable portion of the time on them is allotted 
to a discussion of the content and procedure for the conduct of lessons 

on the forthcoming subject. 


With consideration of the requirements of the unofficial propagandists and 
students, more attention began to be devoted to the selection of motion pic- 
ture films and « catalog of available fila strips has been prepared in the 


unit library. 
COPYRIGHT: “Kommunist Voorushennykh 5/1", 1980 
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